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, 2022 

Most of the articles in this newsletter have 
been contributed by our NAAS members. 
You are invited to join us. Please submit   
articles or notes to: 

nazaudubon@northernarizonaaudubon.org 

CLICK TO BECOME A MEMBER CLICK TO VIEW OUR CALENDAR CLICK TO MAKE A DONATION 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

“To promote the understanding and                 
appreciation of birds and other wildlife and the 
conservation and restoration of their natural 
habitats.” 

About our cover bird, Rufous   
Hummingbird 

• Male's courtship display flight 
traces a steep U or vertical oval, 
climbing high and then diving 
steeply, with whining and pop-
ping sounds at bottom of dive.   

• 2 eggs rarely 1-3. White.                
Incubation is by female only, 15-
17 days.   

• Old nests may be refurbished 
and reused.   

• Breeds in Pacific Northwestern 
lowlands; migrates through      
Arizona. 

• Audubon lists these as very     
vulnerable to climate change. 

• Known for their aggressive       
nature, rufous males are         
particularly antagonistic during 
the late-spring breeding season 
when territories are being        
established.  

https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/ 

In This Issue: 

• President’s Message 

• September Programs (In-person now!) 

• Alert at Page Springs 

• Day in the Garden event 

• Farewell to 4 Board Members 

• Verde River Day Event 

• Flagstaff Christmas Bird Count in Peril 

• Field Trip Upcoming and Reported 

• Sedona Hummingbird Festival Report 

• Skunk Article 

• Saker Falcon Article 

• What Bird Is This? 

• Farewell from a Board Member 

• Video of the Month 

September, 2022 

mailto:nazaudubon@norrthernarizonaaudubon.org?subject=Article
https://nazaudubon.app.neoncrm.com/forms/join-northern-arizona-audubon
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=nazaudubon@northernarizonaaudubon.org&ctz=America/Phoenix
https://nazaudubon.app.neoncrm.com/forms/regular-monthly-donation
https://www.facebook.com/NAZAudubon
https://www.instagram.com/nazaudubon/
https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/
https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/
https://www.meetup.com/birding-flagstaff-sedona-and-the-verde-valley/?_cookie-check=FhgEJWGyoD-Ezh99
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I am constantly amazed by our Members who just love birds, bird watching and birding. You are all 

marvelous! Whether you are a competitive birder or a backyard bird watcher, your involvement with 

conserving the earth for birds is noted and genuinely appreciated!  I especially want to thank        

everyone who is a member and want you to know that your dues help us provide services to all 

types of birds and birders. 

“Birders are more dedicated and intense in their pursuit of birds throughout their lifetimes, 

while bird watchers tend to be more casual.” https://birdingoutdoors.com/whats-the-

difference-between-birding-and-bird-watching/  

At NAAS, we have room for all. Even those who are not birders at all, but just want to give back to 

Audubon as a Conservation organization. Thank you! 

I’ve been in the field, trying to figure out what shorebird I’m looking at and had folks just thank me 

for bringing more field trips to Northern Arizona. Or, thank me for getting a bird survey off the 

ground that might help a suffering species.  It’s always my pleasure. (Look for more bird surveys to 

join in the coming months.) 

One of the things that folks have asked for is more field trips, to more places, and we listened.  

We’ve doubled our efforts to have more trips and more “Birding With A Purpose” - aka bird surveys.   

In order to keep up with dates for new Field Trips and new bird surveys, if you were a member of  

either “Flagstaff Birders” or “Sedona Birders Meetup Group”, it’s time to migrate on over to our all-

in-one Meetup group called: “Birding Flagstaff, Sedona and the Verde Valley.”  We want you to 

have the most up-to-date info on field trips and our new Meetup group (https://www.meetup.com/

birding-flagstaff-sedona-and-the-verde-valley/) and our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/

NAZAudubon) helps you do that. 

Gone are the days where the print Black Hawk Watch told of field trips two months in advance that 

were virtually set in stone… well, if not stone, set in print. Guides had to plan field trips two months 

in advance. Well not anymore. (FYI: We have created a way that you might help support our field 

trips. You could think of it as “sponsoring a field trip”: https://nazaudubon.app.neoncrm.com/forms/

field-trip-fund) 

So please download the Meetup app, check the Black Hawk Watch, or the Facebook page and let’s 

get out there and figure out which shorebird we are looking at together! 

Sincerely, 

Kay Hawklee 

https://birdingoutdoors.com/whats-the-difference-between-birding-and-bird-watching/
https://birdingoutdoors.com/whats-the-difference-between-birding-and-bird-watching/
https://www.meetup.com/birding-flagstaff-sedona-and-the-verde-valley/
https://www.meetup.com/birding-flagstaff-sedona-and-the-verde-valley/
https://www.facebook.com/NAZAudubon
https://www.facebook.com/NAZAudubon
https://nazaudubon.app.neoncrm.com/forms/field-trip-fund
https://nazaudubon.app.neoncrm.com/forms/field-trip-fund
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7PM  September 27, 2022—Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

1601 N. San Franciso St., Flagstaff, AZ 

Dr. Michele Losee 

 
 

Come Learn about Saker Falcons, the Second Largest Falcon Species and Meet Enedina! 

Learn a little bit about Saker Falcons 

The Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) is the second largest falcon species in the world and prefers 
the open grassland and agricultural areas of Central Eurasia and parts of Northern   Africa. 
They are the fastest bird on the planet, only to be beaten by the Peregrine Falcon.                
Additionally, the Saker Falcon is classified as Endangered on the International Union for     
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Endangered Species. 

Then! Meet Enedina!! 

She is a captive bred Saker Falcon and the International Raptor and Falconry Center’s (IRFC) 
newest Flying Team member. She was hatched in Missouri on April 16, 2022 so she is still a 
baby and needing to go through her training. Enedina, pronounced N-uh-deena, is Gaelic for 
‘soul’. Her parents created her very shortly after Finley, our American Kestrel, died and it is 
our wish that his soul lives through her to continue his legacy in Raptor Conservation.          
For Finley’s story and more information about IRFC go to www.raptorfalconrycenter.org. 

BIO: 

Dr. Losee is a Master Falconer with nearly 20 years experience in raptor management as well 
as a Raptor Ecologist, Researcher and Educator. She holds a PhD in Environmental Studies 
with research focused on Arizona’s Golden Eagles as well as an MS in Environmental Policy 
and Management, and another MS in Interdisciplinary Environmental Studies. In 2017, she   
founded the International Raptor & Falconry Center, as a decade old aspiration of having a 
Center that represents a true clearinghouse of knowledge of ‘all things raptor’. A place of 
gaining knowledge through science and education for anyone with an interest, question or 
problem regarding raptors or falconry. A ‘one-stop-shop’ location with the expertise and      
access to learn and experience. Making the world a better place for raptors whether in the 
wild or captivity. 

 

Learn more next page: 

https://www.raptorfalconrycenter.org/
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September Flagstaff Program continued: 

Dr. Losee and Enedina Photo by Ted Grussing 

Enedina Photo by Ted Grussing 

Dr. Losee and Findly Photo by Jim Peterson 

Come and meet Dr. Losee 
and Enedina at our NAAS 
program presentation on  
7PM  September 27, 2022—
Shepherd of the Hills             
Lutheran Church 
1601 N. San Francisco St., 
Flagstaff, AZ 

 

This is open to the public 
and admission is free. 
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6PM  September 28, 2022—Sedona Public Library 

3250 White Bear Road Sedona, AZ 8633  

Danae Dearden 

The Plight of the California Condor, a Success Story by Danae Dearden.  

The California Condor has stared extinction in the face.  Timely intervention and continued 

support from biologists have saved this species, but the fight isn't over. Come hear Danae 

talk about her experience working alongside the biologists who work with the condor—the 

largest land bird in North America and Arizona is its home. 

Danae has had a lifelong love of birds, particularly      

raptors. She has been an active member of the   

Northern Arizona Audubon Society since age           

seven.  At age eleven she shadowed biologists at the 

Vermillion Cliffs to get a first-hand view of what is    

involved in monitoring and providing necessary care 

for the wild population of     California Condors.       

Recently, at age thirteen, she spent two days at      

Vermillion Cliffs, once again shadowing                        

biologists.  This time she helped monitor new           

releases.  Danae's love for these birds leads her to a 

strong  desire to share their message and get every-

one involved to some degree in their survival. 

“Cookies & conversation” 5:30. Program begins at 6:00. All invited.  

California Condor    MacCauly Library 
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For immediate release: 

Bubbling Ponds Hatchery will be closed to the public from 8/15 to 8/29. Page 
Springs Hatchery will be closed from 8/15 to 10/17 

Due to a fish Disease outbreak (Lactococcus garvieae) within Page Springs 
and Bubbling Ponds hatcheries, most fish at both facilities will have to be 
euthanized and the fish raising systems will need to be emptied and disin-
fected. For this reason Bubbling Ponds Hatchery will be closed from 8/15-
8/29, and Page Springs Hatchery will be closed from 8/15-10/17.  Please 
direct any questions or requests for information about the situation to: 

 
John Trierweiler, 623-236-7230 
Jtrierweiler@azgfd.gov 
Public Information Officer, AZGFD  

 
A Day In The Garden 
Sept. 17@9:00AM—1:00PM 
 
Sponsored by : 
Verde Natural Resource Conservation District 
 
Location: 
Verde River Growers 
300 S. Rocking Chair Rd 
Cottonwood, AZ 
 
NAAS will have a booth and a Speaker; come and 
visit us. 

mailto:Jtrierweiler@azgfd.gov
https://verdenrcd.org/event/a-day-in-the-garden/
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Departing Board Members  

A Huge Thanks for your Service! 
 

Every two years there are, sadly, members who rotate off the board. Some leave forever 

and some stay in the area; but realize that it’s time for them to let others share their gifts, 

perspectives and expertise. 

Our Chapter would not be what it is without Dennis Tomko’s many thousands of hours of 

dedicated work. Dennis took the membership list from pen and paper to electronically  

complete. He is leaving the Board; but thankfully, he’s not leaving the area.  Dennis’s     

website expertise is invaluable! He’s been the creative and dedicated force that took the 

Black Hawk Watch to digital. Probably no other Audubon Chapter in the USA has a flip page 

newsletter like we have. In fact, only very large organizations have this capability. If you 

have gone on the NAAS website, read the Black Hawk Watch, opened an email alert, or    

basically read anything online about NAAS in the last 9 years, you have Dennis to thank!  

He’s created and maintained a database of photos and records that NAAS could not       

function without. He’s probably the most Community-minded individual to serve on the 

NAAS Board, he has always volunteered to set up and staff the NAAS popup booth at     

Community functions.  Serving five years as President, his dedication to NAAS is unrivaled! 

Until his duties are transitioned, NAAS will not function as well as it did while under       

Dennis’s care and control. (Please be patient with us as we attempt, but will inevitably fail, 

to communicate as well as Dennis did.) 

Brent Bitz is one of those who is leaving the area to move closer to his family.  I’d like to 

send a huge THANK YOU to Brent for his years of dedication to birds and their habitats. We 

are sad to see him go; but happy for him.  Brent’s time, generosity and leadership has 

shaped the direction of NAAS for many years. If you enjoy the Sedona Wetlands, you are 

reaping the rewards of Brent’s efforts – Viewing decks, signage, benches, the plaque      

honoring Dena Greenwood, etc.  Recently he and Rick Moore, of Flagstaff, created the    

Support Our Birds Grant Program to give modest grants to other conservation organizations 

who are doing good work to save birds. He’s been the focused individual who has had the 

back of our Presidents - a true work horse! Presentations that he has given of his worldly 

travels have always been well-attended, well-rounded and researched and highly-

anticipated by all. He will be very missed! 
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Karin Slavey will also be retiring from the Board. Karin was a member of the Board in 2006!  

She’s the longest running volunteer in our history!  But you won’t hear her toot her own 

horn. During Board meetings, Karin is our E.F. Hutton – when Karin talks – people listen!  

She could always be found at the NAAS booth during the VVBNF welcoming those who 

stopped by. Karin was in charge of Membership for many years, checking the Post Office 

Box and tending to other important (but largely ignored) duties. She’s one of those quiet 

“sheroes” that we could not have functioned without!  Good luck to Karin as she leaves us. 

But… she’s always welcome to come sit at our booth and share her knowledge of our   

Chapter’s history! 

Jenny Barnes joined our Board in 2022. She served as the BlackHawk Watch editor for five 

editions before the publication went virtual. It was a difficult job with many iterations of the 

newsletter going back and forth between her and the publisher. We’d like to thank Jenny 

for taking on that task and handling it with the professionalism she showed in her job as a 

technical writer. Jenny was also a quiet presence on the Board who – when she spoke        

up – people listened! Jenny loves to see new bird species and is a staple on NAAS field trips 

to new and different places. I can always hear Jenny’s quiet voice saying, I’d like to see this 

or that species. Jenny branches out and enjoys many other Chapter’s virtual programs; for 

instance, the For The Love Of Birds webinar is one that Jenny brought to our attention and 

posted on Facebook. Jenny will continue to turn in good articles and Facebook posts as she 

shares her love of birds. May she see all the species our area has to offer and then some! 

Together Dennis, Brent, Karin and Jenny have been a team that have sustained and guided 

NAAS for many years.  

May they be blessed along their way as we’ve been blessed by their many gifts! 

Submitted by Kay Hawklee, President 

Since 1972 
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Exciting news, we're back after 2 long years, the Verde River Day committee feels we can wait 
no longer. The Cottonwood Chamber of Commerce has partnered with Arizona State Parks 
and more specifically Dead Horse Ranch State Park for 33 years now to present Verde River 
Day to the State of Arizona. This event is a non-profit, free community event with                  
approximately 40 exhibitors, all non-profit organizations and over 4000 visitors to the park on 
that day. 

Verde River Day promotes 
preservation and care of the  
environment by showcasing             
informative exhibits about the 
Verde's unique riparian      
habitat. Some of the day's 
events include nature-based 
exhibits, organized canoe and 
kayak rides, sandcastle     
building and a climbing wall.       
Visitors may also experience 
nature's history through     
guided nature walks. Guests  
of all ages are welcome to fish 
in the lagoon that is loaded 

with hundreds of pounds of catfish. Poles, bait and tackle are provided for all ages.  

No fishing license is needed.  
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Flagstaff Christmas Bird Count in Peril 

The Flagstaff  - Mt Elden Christmas Bird Count first took place in December 1967, but the 

count is in danger of ending. With 17-28 participants each year since 2004, the count    

continues to attract volunteers in good numbers, and with an average of 65 species seen, 

there are birds to be found. This count should not be allowed to die. 

The count was started by NAU ornithology 

professor, Russ Balda who ran the count 34 

times until his retirement in 2002. He  

handed the reins over to Terry Blows who 

has run the count since then. However, 

2021 was his last year as compiler and    

although he tried for 4 years to find a           

replacement nobody has volunteered.  

Serving as compiler is not too onerous. The first part involves recruiting volunteers and 

getting the 5 teams (for NW, NE, SW and SE Flagstaff and Doney Park) set up. This requires 

contacting established team leaders in early December to make sure they are available, 

emailing those who had volunteered in recent years, waiting for new volunteers to email, 

and then assigning volunteers to teams.  After the count, there is a matter of combining   

data from the 5 teams, and then entering these into the Audubon database. The data entry 

piece is quite easy. 

Again, the Flagstaff: Mt Elden CBC is too good to die. This is a plea for someone to step up 
and volunteer to serve as compiler. Agreeing to do so for a 5-year period would be best. If 
you may be interested, please contact Terence.Blows@nau.edu, who would be happy to 
answer any questions you may have. It is important to get a new compiler in place as soon 
as possible so the folks at Audubon know who is taking over. Thank you. 
 
 
Editor Note: Thank you, Terry, for your years of service. 

mailto:Terence.Blows@nau.edu
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Burrowing Owl Field Trip 

August 2, 2022 

 

Eleven folks got to see three adorable, long-legged owls flying from mound to mound near 

Paulden. The trip went from 6:30 am to 1:30 pm – ending at Watson Lake. Four cars cara-

vanned with walkie talkies over Mingus Mountain where we unexpectedly saw a flock of 

Band-tailed Pigeon.  We had over 47 species: Burrowing Owls, Swainson’s Hawks, Horned 

Lark and many more. For one participant, almost every bird was a lifer. Others had as many 

as five life species. Board member, Roy May, came down from Flagstaff. The weather was 

good for early August! We ended with a stretching session led by Dana, in the shade near 

picnic benches, that prepared us for the drive home and with ideas for how to maintain our 

bodies for more birding in the future! – Kay Hawklee 

Burrowing Owl by Kay Hawklee 

 

Top and bottom right photos by 

 Jenny Barnes 
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The Sedona Hummingbird Festival was held this year after a 2 year hiatus. It 

had presentations, field trips, hummingbird banding, garden tours, a gala dinner, some 
free offerings, and many vendors. Northern Arizona Audubon Society participated. There 
were 12 field trips for 123 participants. All were led by NAAS people and all went well. 
Leaders were Kay Hawklee, Mark Philippart, Tim Weber, Alex Passos, Nanette Armstrong, 
and Rich Armstrong. Kay led 3, Mark led 1, and the other 4 led 2 each. Extra thanks to 
Tim who used his own van for getting people to Cave Springs and Kay for solving a     
parking nightmare there.  

Highlights were Rivoli's Hummingbird, Red-faced Warbler, Painted Redstart, Common 
Black Hawk, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Blue Grosbeaks, Neotropic Cormorants, and much 
more! Feedback from the festival people was that the field trips were wonderful and a 
huge success. NAAS received $751 from the Hummingbird Society for doing the field trips 
- thanks to the trip leaders! Hummingbird banding was done Friday at the Armstrong's 
and Saturday/Sunday at Lenore Hemmingway's in VOC. Because of having more banders, 
the old records were shattered with over 300 hummingbirds banded. Most were of 
course Anna's, Black-chinned, and Rufous, but they banded Calliope at both locations, 
Broad-tailed at Lenore's, and incredibly at Lenore's what is the 1st ever record in the 
world of a Rivoli's/Black-chinned hybrid! Measurements and pictures were taken and all 
will be submitted to Sheri Williamson (the #1 hummingbird  expert in North America). 
Many people including kids got to have a hummingbird in their hand and to release it. 
Rich Armstrong was a presenter giving a presentation on "Birds of the Verde Valley".  
Rich & Nanette went to the gala dinner and Rich made an announcement about the 
NAAS dedication of a bench in Dr. Ross Hawkins’ honor, and encouraged all to go see it at 
the Page Springs Fish Hatchery. NAAS is a very important part of the Sedona               
Hummingbird Festival and hopes to continue working with them to promote birding here 
in the Verde Valley. 

Rich Armstrong 
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These photos were taken at the 2022 Sedona Hummingbird Festival Banding event.  This 
is always a popular event and these photos will tell you 
why.  

(photos by Nanette Armstrong) 
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Skunks 

Arizona has 4 species of skunks and 3 have made it into our yard – the Hognose, the     
Hooded, and the Striped. The 
smaller spotted skunk, the only 
one that can climb a tree, has 
not. 

They are not worrisome. If we 
happen to walk outside when 
one is close it just scurries away. 
They give warnings before they 
spray—their biggest defense 
mechanism. The bold black and 
white aposematic pattern is a 
caution sign in nature not to 
mess with this critter. Secondly, 
they’ll hiss and stamp their feet, 
and if that doesn’t work, they’ll 
turn their back at you and point 
their tail upwards as a final  
warning. Dogs get sprayed        
because they chase them. We 

know not to, but dogs don’t seem to learn. 

Skunks get a bad rap because they dig in the yard finding grubs. Yes, an annoyance, but they 
are helpful too.  They eat seed spilled upon the ground under the bird     feeders. I’d rather 
feed a skunk than attract rodents. 

The most common skunk in North America is the Striped Skunk and they have been in the 
yard recently with babies. The young are quite comical. The group of four young try to be as 
close as possible to their mother. They huddle  together and roam as one big mass of fluffy 
tails. As she walks they try to be attached to her. They have to take two steps to her one. I 
can’t help but smile. The family loosely dispersed after about two weeks. Over that time the 
group lost one young, possibly to a Great-horned Owl as skunk is a favorite food of theirs. 

Next time you spot a skunk, see if you can identify the species. 

Nanette Armstrong 
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 A little bit about Saker Falcons  

The Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) is the 

second largest falcon species in the 

world and prefers the open grassland 

and agricultural areas of Central Eurasia 

and parts of Northern Africa. They are 

the fastest bird on the planet, only to be 

beaten by the Peregrine Falcon. Sakers 

are specialized predators that prey on 

ground-dwelling mammals, but will prey 

on birds as well. Their fast horizontal    

flying style allows them to be successful 

in open landscapes.  

Sakers live at low densities across large 

ranges in remote regions, making         

distribution status difficult to assess but 

are well studied in China. This is due to 

their favor of China’s large areas of    

semi-desert, steppe, and plateau, which 

provide suitable habitats for breeding 

and wintering Sakers leading to higher 

densities in that area (Sun, J. et al, 

2021). Saker Falcons are considered               

nonmigratory, with the exception of their time spent as a juvenile migrating various           

distances throughout central Eurasia (Prommer and Bagyura, 2021). 

Saker Falcons prey mainly on mammals, particularly susliks (ground-squirrels) that prefer 

short vegetation in steppe grassland across a majority of the Saker’s range. Although     

mammals make up more than 80% of the Saker’s diet, they will prey on avian species such 

as crows and gamebirds (Watson and Clarke, 2000). 

 

 

 

Continued next page—Saker Falcon 

Edenina, Saker Falcon, photo by Ted  Grussing 
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Saker Falcon, continued 

Conservation Issues:  

The Saker Falcon is classified as Endangered on the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) Red List of Endangered Species. According to BirdLife International, recent esti-

mates put the global population at a little over 10 thousand pairs. The population in China has 

declined by 39% over the past three generations (Sun, J. et al, 2021). 

The main factors in their decline is electrocution with particularly high mortality rates in Ka-

zakhstan, Russia, Mongolia and China (Dixon, A. et al., 2020), habitat changes and illegal trade 

for falconry for the Middle Eastern market. One of the Saker’s favorite prey species is the sus-

liks, which prefer short vegetation habitat. In Kazakhstan, the abandonment of grazing from 

nomadic farmers has led to the overgrowth of vegetation. The habitat became unsuitable for 

susliks thereby decreasing the Saker’s favorite prey (Watson and Clarke, 2000). 

Saker Falcons are a popular falconry species in the Middle East due to their size and speed at 

horizontal pursuits. Unfortunately, this puts them at risk for illegal trade. Additionally, in    

China where human population is high, the increased use of rodenticides has put the Saker 

Falcon at risk both directly and indirectly through direct poisoning and indirectly through prey 

base reduction (Sun, J. et al, 2021). 

Fortunately there is some movement on the conservation front. A Saker Falcon Task Force 

has been created to mitigate electrocution risks as well as develop an Adaptive Management 

Framework through monitoring and research. 

The Saker Falcon has cultural importance as well, it is the national bird of Mongolia. 

Literature Cited Dixon, A., Batbayar, N., Bold, B., Davaasuren, B., Erdenechimeg, T., Galtbalt, 

B., ... & Rahman,M. L. (2020). Variation in electrocution rate and demographic composition of 

Saker Falcons electrocuted at power lines in Mongolia. Journal of Raptor Research, 54(2), 136-

146.Prommer, M., & Bagyura, J. (2021). Saker falcon Falco cherrug. In Migration Strategies of 

Birdsof Prey in Western Palearctic (pp. 246-250). CRC Press. Sutton, L.J., and Puschendorf, R. 

(2020). Climatic niche of the saker falcon Falco cherrug:predicted new areas to direct popula-

tion surveys in Central Asia. Ibis 162, 27–41.Sun, J., Dixon, A., Gu, Z., Lin, Z., & Zhan, X. (2021). 

Status of the saker falcon in China. Science China Life Sciences, 64(5), 828-831.Watson, M., & 

Clarke, R. (2000). Saker falcon diet. Br. Birds, 93, 136-143. 

Contributed by Michele Losse, Ph.D. 

Founder and Executive Director, 

International Raptor and Falconry Center 

https://www.raptorfalconrycenter.org/


18 

 

Sedona  Wetlands Preserve - Tuesday Sept 
6th - 8:30–9:45 am. Meet at the Sedona   
Wetlands parking lot at 8:30 and we will do a 
just over an hour walk out to the big pond and 
back. Great trip for beginners. We hope for  
migrant shorebirds & migrant passerines. Rich 
Armstrong will lead. 928-282-
3675, richarmstrong47@gmail.com  

 

Dry Beaver Creek and V Bar V Heritage Site: 
Saturday, September 10th - 7:00 –11:30 am. 
Meet at 7:00 am at the Dry Beaver Creek    
picnic area – on the South am opening. The 
website states the following requirement: 
“Red Rock Pass or America the Beauti-
ful  Pass required on all vehicles parked at our 
cultural sites. A Red Rock Pass can be          
purchased from the self-serve vending        
machine at the V Bar V Heritage Site.” We’ll 
bird the heritage site for approximately two 
hours. Possible species include: Blue         
Grosbeak, Summer Tanager, Bridled Titmouse, 
Juvie Common Black Hawk, thrush, kingbirds, 
wrens, flycatchers, etc. Bring water, snacks, 
hat &amp; sunscreen, etc. Contact Leader: 
Kay Hawklee 432-703-0007 or 
email: khawklee@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. Porta potties or vault toilets 
are available. 

Crescent Moon Ranch: Monday, September 
12th - 7:45 – 10:30 am. Meet at the dirt 
parking lot at the stop sign of Chavez Ranch 
Rd and Red Rock Loop Rd. We’ll combine 
cars and enter the park in as few cars as   
possible. Requires $11 per car of Red Rock 
Grand Annual Pass. Bring your pass if you 
have one! We’ll bird for 2.5 hours and can 
expect almost 30 species in this very birdy 
habitat. Lots of restroom facilities are     
available. Bring water, snacks, hat,             
sunscreen. Walking is easy with even      
pathways and one spot of dirt path along 
creek. Contact Leader: Kay Hawklee 432-703-
0007 or email: khawklee@gmail.com for 
more information  

 

Bubbling Ponds Preserve - Wednesday, Sept 
14th – 7:30-10:30 am. Meet in dirt parking lot 
- no restrooms. We will walk approx. 1.8 mi 
on easy, mostly flat surface around the 
ponds and Black Hawk trail along the Oak 
Creek riparian corridor and adjacent        
mesquite and grass habitats enjoying fall   
migration. We will be searching for early 
Winter migrants, lingering summer birds, 
transients (hopeful for shorebirds) and the 
usual assortment of residents who call this 
place their home. Although many ponds 
have been drained, some continue to have 
water. Bring the usual stuff:  binoculars, field 
guides, water, snacks, hat and sunscreen. 
Contact Lisa Grubbs for more info:  928-592-
3684 

mailto:richarmstrong47@gmail.com
mailto:khawklee@gmail.com
mailto:khawklee@gmail.com
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Sedona  Wetlands Preserve - Sunday Sept 
18th - 8:30–9:45 am. Meet at the Sedona 
Wetlands parking lot at 8:30 and we will do a 
just over an hour walk out to the big pond and 
back. Great trip for beginners. We hope for 
migrant shorebirds & migrant passerines. Rich 
Armstrong will lead. 928-282-
3675, richarmstrong47@gmail.com 

 

Verde River – Tuzigoot Rd (and beyond to 
Tapco River Access) - Wednesday, September 
21st , 7:00 – 11:00 am. Meet at the large 
parking lot right on river on the way to       
Tuzigoot with porta potties with a sign stating: 
Verde River Greenway State Natural Area 
(pass over the bridge and take the next availa-
ble right after the road curves right – if you 
get to Tuzigoot, you’ve gone too far.) We’ll 
bird the path along the Verde River, then    
caravan out Sycamore Canyon Rd to Tapco   
River Access (also porta potties). Tapco River    
Access charges $5 per car. Those who desire 
can caravan farther out Sycamore Canyon Rd 
for sparrows, etc. Bring water, snacks, hat, 
sunscreen, etc. Contact Leader: Kay Hawklee 
via text at 432-703-0007 email: khawk-
lee@gmail.com for more information. 

Sedona  Wetlands Preserve - Saturday Sept 
24th - 8:30–9:45 am. Meet at the Sedona 
Wetlands parking lot at 8:30 and we will do a 
just over an hour walk out to the big pond 
and back. Great trip for beginners. We hope 
for migrant shorebirds & migrant passerines. 
Rich Armstrong will lead. 928-282-
3675, richarmstrong47@gmail.com    

 

Bubbling Ponds Preserve  -  Wednesday, 
Sept 28th – 8-11am. Meet in dirt parking     
lot - no restrooms. We will walk approx. 1.8 
mi on easy, mostly flat surface around the 
ponds and Black Hawk trail along the Oak 
Creek riparian corridor and adjacent        
mesquite and grass habitats enjoying fall   
migration. We will be searching for early 
Winter migrants, lingering summer birds, 
transients (hopeful for shorebirds) and the 
usual assortment of residents who call this 
place their home. Although many ponds 
have been drained, some continue to have 
water. Bring the usual stuff:  binoculars, field 
guides, water, snacks, hat and sunscreen. 
Contact Lisa Grubbs for more info:  928-592-
3684 

mailto:richarmstrong47@gmail.com
mailto:khawklee@gmail.com
mailto:khawklee@gmail.com
mailto:richarmstrong47@gmail.com
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Hike ‘n Bird – FSR 237: Saturday, August 

27th. Meet at the junction of FSR 237 and 

89A at 7:00am. We’ll caravan 1.5 miles to 

parking spot. Hike for approximately 4 miles 

taking approximately 4 hours depending on 

weather conditions. This is moderate for  

experienced hikers and difficult for non-

hikers. The ground is often uneven with 

rocks and uphill sections. There is a     

scramble that requires either hiking poles or 

seated descent (on the buttocks� ). We’ll be 

listening for birds while hiking and stop   

frequently to attempt to find heard birds. As 

we go, participants will be increasing their 

knowledge of bird calls and songs. We’ll 

stop for a snack at the turnaround. Wear 

hiking boots/shoes. Bring water, snacks, hat, 

bug repellant, hiking poles, rain gear, etc. 

Possible species include: Three species of 

Nuthatches, Red-faced Warbler, Painted 

Redstart, Steller’s Jay, Mountain Chickadee, 

Band-tailed Pigeon, Northern Flicker, hoping 

for Northern Pygmy Owl. Contact Leader: 

Kay Hawklee for more info: 432-703-0007 or 

email: khawklee@gmail.com for more      

information. The only restrooms are behind 

trees. No facilities available. If we hear 

thunder or have strong rain, we will turn 

back immediately.  

Migrant Traps of I-40 (and beyond):  Sat-

urday, September 17th at 7:00am. Meet at 

Babbitt Tank for Shorebirds. Then we’ll car-

avan to Meteor Crater RV Park (only bath-

room for the day) and bird for approx.    

another hour. Around 9:30, those who 

wish to continue may caravan to John 

Lakes Playa if the road allows, or Raymond 

Ranch Wildlife Area with stops at water 

tanks along the way. Total time 4 – 5 hours 

(excluding return trip).  Bring water, 

snacks, hat & sunscreen, etc. Be prepared 

to walk uneven, muddy ground around 

water holes. Contact Leader: Kay Hawklee 

via text 432-703-0007 email: khawk-

lee@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Kachina Wetlands Bird Walk 

Saturday, Sept 24, 8am – 10 am 

Come join Northern Arizona Audubon    

Society at the entrance to Kachina        

Wetlands for a two-mile walk through 

grasslands, along forest edges, and near 

ponds and mudflats. Fall migrants are still 

passing through and wintering waterbirds 

are beginning to show up, so ponds should 

be active. The paths are flat, graded, and 

wheelchair accessible. There are no        

restrooms on site. The field trip leader is 

Christina Vojta,  

christina.d.vojta@gmail.com. 

mailto:christina.d.vojta@gmail.com
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The Lakes off Lake Mary Road:  Sunday, 

September 25th at 7:00 am. Meeting place 

TBD. Check Meetup “Birding Flagstaff,       

Sedona and the Verde Valley” for location.  

Total time 4-5 hours. Caravan with walkie 

talkies to several lakes off Lake Mary Road. 

We will get out and walk and bird at some 

spots off the main road. Some walking may 

be uneven and muddy in spots. Ashurst 

Lake is a target for shorebirds depending on 

road conditions. People are free to stay the 

entire time or leave as desired.  Trip will end 

at Mormon Lake lookout. Bring water, 

snacks, hat & sunscreen, scopes, etc. Con-

tact Leader: Kay Hawklee via text 432-703-

0007 or email: khawklee@gmail.com for 

more information  

 

Kachina Wetlands Bird Walk 

Saturday, Oct 22, 8am – 10 am 

Come join Northern Arizona Audubon      

Society at the entrance to Kachina Wetlands 

for a two-mile walk through grasslands, 

along forest edges, and near ponds and 

mudflats. The ponds are really active these 

days with a variety of ducks that come to 

the wetlands every fall. The paths are flat, 

graded, and wheelchair accessible. There 

are no restrooms on site. The field trip  

leader is Kathryn Hart,  

kathrynbirder@gmail.com. 

Dicksisel at Red Rock S.P. 

Tori Marshall, who already found the 1st 
Yavapai Black Vulture and a very rare 
Gray Catbird this year, found and        
photographed a DICKSISSEL at Red Rock 
State Park on August 22nd. Unlike Tori's 
other birds, this bird was seen again by 
Kay Hawklee, Lisa Grubbs, Janie Stewart, 
and Heather Hofling on the 24th. This 
seems to be the 3rd confirmed record in 
the Verde Valley as far as I can tell.  
Hopefully others will get to see it as well. 

Rich Armstrong 

 

Photo by Tori Marshall 

mailto:khawklee@gmail.com
mailto:kathrynbirder@gmail.com
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What Bird Is This? 

This bird is presented here in silhouette. How many birds do 

you know that love berries and have a bright yellow bar on the 

tip of the tail? 

 

Click here for the answer:  

https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/?page_id=7159 

 

How did bird Collecting evolve into 

bird Watching? That’s an interesting story to 

say the least and you can read all about it by 

clicking here:  

How Bird Collecting Evolved Into Bird-Watching 

| History| Smithsonian Magazine 

 
 

 

 
If you wear the right color of lipstick, 

would you get fed more often and 

better? It seems that Starling chicks can shed 

some light on that question. Read all about it by 

clicking here:   The Done-Up Bird Gets the Worm | 

Science| Smithsonian Magazine  

https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/?page_id=7159
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-bird-collecting-evolved-into-bird-watching-180980506/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20220808-daily-responsive&spMailingID=47211580&spUserID=MTM3NDEzNzYxNTY2NgS2&spJobID=2300799346&spReport
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-bird-collecting-evolved-into-bird-watching-180980506/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20220808-daily-responsive&spMailingID=47211580&spUserID=MTM3NDEzNzYxNTY2NgS2&spJobID=2300799346&spReport
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/the-done-up-bird-gets-the-worm-180980490/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=20220810-daily-responsive&spMailingID=47221556&spUserID=MTM3NDEzNzYxNTY2NgS2&spJobID=2301070786&spReportI
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/the-done-up-bird-gets-the-worm-180980490/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=20220810-daily-responsive&spMailingID=47221556&spUserID=MTM3NDEzNzYxNTY2NgS2&spJobID=2301070786&spReportI
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Dennis Says Farewell To The NAAS Board 

 

Time truly flies as do birds in the Fall. My stay on the NAAS Board has been nine years which is 

longer than birds remain in their breeding grounds. But then, I seem to have had a bit more to 

do during that time. It has been very exciting to post a new website, find a new home for it, 

move our membership onto an on-line subscription, fine tune our eblast, and develop the new 

on-line Black-hawk Watch. I suppose that sounds like a lot, but in truth, it has all been a kind 

of hobby for me and I have reached a point where I am done. NAAS will continue to evolve 

and mature as the world around us changes. That is good and it is healthy. 

All that digital stuff is actually a parallel to my time on the Board which has been more focused 

on vision than it has on operational endeavors. During my nine years on the Board, I have seen 

changes that are more profound than the digital façade of a website of a newsletter. Before I 

joined NAAS, I was a Biology graduate student and I had a horribly wrong image of Audubon.   

I thought it was just a bunch of little old folks who looked at pretty birds. I failed to see the   

energy and the vision that had been the fundamental basis of NAAS from its beginnings. If I 

accomplished anything as a Board Member, it has been to bring that spirit and that expression 

into the public eye. That has been my driving focus for nine years. I wish I had been able to be 

more successful because there is so much directed life in this chapter. I just want to yell: “Hey, 

look at us!”. Sometimes I want to yell: “Hey, look at ourselves!”. 
  

Some folks will say that I may have changed 

NAAS a bit. But the truth is that NAAS has 

changed me. I’m not the same person I was 

just nine years ago. I can speak before a 

group of people, I can make decisions, I can 

form collaborative             relationships, I can 

even form a budget. As I look back, I feel like I 

have become a new person in some respects, 

and I like it. 

 

Yes, I am saying “Goodbye”. But I am also saying “Thank you”. 

Dennis Tomko: dennis@foltom.com 

1973 in Grand Canyon 2015 posed for VRVNO  (now gone) 
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New Renewing Members 

 
Sulojana & Terry Blows 

Robert & Beverly Brooks 

Ed & Sandy Clark 

Wally Covington 

Katherine Glaser 

Gregory and Rebekah Griffin 

Barbara Hirt 

Douglas LeVasseur 

Carol Lichtenberg 

Alice Madar 

Sherry Mangum 

Susan Meyer 

Meghan OConnor 

Dayton Osland 

Cynthia Perger 

William Root 

Cory & Jerry Shaw 

Joan Stoner 

Jeff Tanner 

Dora Thayer 

Dawn Whitman 

Did you know? 

• Northern Arizona Audubon Society 

was officially recognized as a          

chartered chapter of the National 

Audubon Society way back in 1972. 

• NAAS incorporated in 1978 as a       

501(c3) non-profit. 

• National Audubon assigns areas by zip 

code and NAAS includes the Verde  

Valley, Flagstaff area, Winslow and 

Page. 

• Although the heart beat of NAAS is 

measured in filed trips, we also have 4 

bird sanctuaries,  engage in multiple 

public events, have members working 

on many bird surveys and contribute 

to Citizen Science. 

None of this happens without the members of NAAS! 

Your continued active membership support is appreciated! 
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Video of the Month 

Visit Spring Creek in the Verde Valley and learn about a great, but threatened birding spot. 

 

Please click on 

the image here 

to view the   

video. 

https://www.meetup.com/flagstaff-birders/?_cookie-check=21gj9LkCg0IooACG
https://www.jaysbirdbarn.com/https:/www.jaysbirdbarn.com/
mailto:nazaudubon@northernarizonaaudubon.org?subject=From%20Black-hawk%20Watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbwKb3n347s
https://www.meetup.com/birding-flagstaff-sedona-and-the-verde-valley/?_cookie-check=FhgEJWGyoD-Ezh99

