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Common Yellowthroat 

Photo by Eric Gofreed 
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Most of the articles in this newsletter have 
been contributed by our NAAS members. 
You are invited to join us. Please submit ar-
ticles or notes to: 

nazaudubon@northernarizonaaudubon.org 

CLICK TO BECOME A MEMBER CLICK TO VIEW OUR CALENDAR CLICK TO MAKE A DONATION 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

“To promote the understanding and                 
appreciation of birds and other wildlife and the 
conservation and restoration of their natural 
habitats.” 

Cool Facts about our 

cover bird, Common         

Yellowthroat 

• Commonly seen in riparian    
habitats in Coconino and Yavapai 
Counties. 

• Is a migrant appearing in          
mid-April and departing by        
mid-September 

• Status: not threatened 

• eBird observations: 

 Coconino: 3431 

 Yavapai: 4825 

 North America: 4,182,963 

• The oldest Common Yellowthroat 
on record was at least 11 years,  
6 months old  

• The Common Yellowthroat was 

one of the first bird species to be 
catalogued from the New World. 

A specimen from Maryland was 

described by Linnaeus in 1766. 

 https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/ 

Click to 

visit us at: 

mailto:nazaudubon@norrthernarizonaaudubon.org?subject=Article
https://nazaudubon.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/nazaudubon/membershipJoin.jsp
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=nazaudubon@northernarizonaaudubon.org&ctz=America/Phoenix&pli=1
https://nazaudubon.app.neoncrm.com/forms/naas-support
https://www.facebook.com/NAZAudubon
https://www.instagram.com/nazaudubon/
https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/
https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/
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April 26, 2022 @ 7:00 PM 

Zoom Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83066573023?pwd=T0xUdHdndVNETDZXeXBGQ0NJWkQ4UT09  

Presenter: Kristin Haskins, Ph.D. 
Executive Director, Retired—The Arboretum at Flagstaff  

Feeding Your Feathered Friends with Native Plants 

 

Dr. Haskins received her B.S. in Biology and M.S. in Animal Behavior at the University of        
Kentucky and completed her Ph.D. in mycorrhizal ecology in      pinyon-juniper woodlands at 

Northern Arizona University in 2003. Dr. Haskins began at The    
Arboretum in 2006, as the Director of        Research. In 2019, she 
took the position of Executive Director. For 15 years, she              
administered and managed federal, state, and foundation funded 
projects. The foci of these projects ranged from rare plant       
monitoring and demography studies, to climate change public    
education, to invasive species management. The Conservation and 
Research Department at The Arboretum  currently participates in 
three areas of work: recovery of rare plant species, restoration of 
disturbed habitats, and research in native plant ecology and      

horticultural practices. Much of the work that Dr. Haskins has conducted since joining The      
Arboretum       culminated in the publication of a co- edited volume in 2012, entitled “Plant   
Reintroduction in a Changing Climate: Promises and Perils”. In addition to performing peer     
reviews for over a dozen professional journals, Dr. Haskins serves as the Board Secretary for the 
Southwest Vegetation Management Association. 

 

Feeding Your Feathered Friends with Native Plants 

Description: 

The program will focus on attracting and feeding our northern Arizona 
feathered friends using native landscaping. Not only do native plants 
attract an array of bird species, but they are more drought tolerant and 
support local pollinators. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83066573023%3Fpwd%3DT0xUdHdndVNETDZXeXBGQ0NJWkQ4UT09&sa=D&ust=1646673464122000&usg=AOvVaw2JmS06xYwkMt8Ptr1UuciU
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April 27, 2022 @ 6:00 PM 
@ Sedona Public Library (in person) 

Presenter: Kay Hawklee 
Title: Tales of Her Big Year of Birding  

 
2021 saw Kay Hawklee quietly going about doing a Big Year of 
American Birding Association (ABA) birding to see how many   
avian species she could see in one calendar year.  The year’s 
treasure hunt meant driving her RV dubbed “The Bird Mobile”, 
from the Lower Rio Grande Valley of South Texas to Key West, 
FL; back to AZ; then on to Mount     Rainier, WA, with several 
trips to Southeast Arizona sprinkled in. Airplanes took her to 
Ohio, Michigan, North Carolina, Saint Lawrence Island, AK;     
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine.  The odyssey began with 
bird #1, a Loggerhead Shrike, on January 1st. By the end of the 
next day of the Camp Verde Christmas Bird Count, bird #67,     a 
Merlin was in the bag before ever leaving AZ.  Rare birds for the 
year included:  Spotted Rail, Golden-crowned Warbler, Blue 
Bunting, Colima Warbler and Tamaulipas Crow and those were 
only in TX. Florida produced: American Flamingo, Spot-breasted 

Oriole, Black-faced Grassquit and  Red-legged Thrush. Was the goal to see as many bird species 
as possible within the confines of the ABA geographical area? Yes. However, the main goal was 
to learn more about birds, their habitats and migration habits. Her program will include her 
own photos and tales about what she has learned – about birds and life as a nomadic, addicted 
birder.  
 

 

“The Bird mobile” 
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In southeast Arizona they do a hawk watch at Ron Morriss Park, Tubac every March. It has 
been going on for years and mostly to track Common Black Hawks going north. In 2018 
they recorded 373, in 2019 391, and last year only 348. But this year they are already at an 
incredible 451 with likely a few more to come. The peak is usually March 17-19. This is ex-
citing because a majority of Black Hawks nest in the Verde Valley with some in Oak Creek 
Canyon and some in Prescott. The hawk watch also has had a rare Short-tailed Hawk each 
of the last few years, sometimes a Crested Caracara, White-tailed Kite, Prairie Falcon, 
Golden Eagle, Merlin, Harris' Hawk. Regular raptors seen are Zone-tailed Hawk, Swainson's 
Hawk, Gray Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, and of course both vultures, Red-tailed Hawk, Kestrel, 
Cooper's & Sharp-shinned. It is another example of citizen science and exciting birding. 

By; Rich Armstrong  
 

From our President, Kay Hawklee 
Hey everyone: Spring Migration will 

be more fun than ever! NAAS has put 

together our biggest-ever schedule 

of Field Trips. Many more leaders 

have signed up to lead Field Trips 

during this year's migration. So, be 

sure to take advantage &  support 

these leaders as they take time to 

share their  expert knowledge of 

birds with you. You know how they 

say, “If you build it, they will 

come.”  Well, we’ve built the trips, 

the birds are coming up from Central 

and South America, so please come on out and bond with each other and with our new 

Field Trip leaders! 
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https://bit.ly/PIJAscience 

https://bit.ly/PIJAscience
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From Cathy Wise: 

Pinyon Jay Surveys 

Great Basin Bird Observatory, Southwest Audubon and Northern Arizona Audubon Society 
hosted the first training for Pinyon Jay surveys on Saturday, March 19th.  It was a big success!  
Over 30 people came to the AZGFD Region II conference room in Flagstaff for training. It’s   
really nice to see so many folks who care about Pinyon Jays and want to help save their 
nesting trees! 
 
Kayla Henry of the Great Basin Bird Observatory gave us a great overview of Pinyon Jay        
behavior, the “phases” of their different habitats, and why there is a need for PIJA surveys. 
 
After the break we drove to the field and practiced the Survey123 technique when we saw 
three Pinyon Jays. Kayla taught us what comments to add to the survey and how the app 
works. 
  
There is still time to take on a plot for the formal survey, please contact Anne Pellegrini 
at fiddlehopper@gmail.com if you want to participate and join a team. 
   
If you missed the Pinyon Jay Survey Training but are ready to get started now? You can! 
  

Join Great Basin Bird Observatory’s data hub by building a free profile. Use “_ASW” in 
your username, and we will add you to the Audubon Southwest Pinyon Jay       
Monitoring Group. Username example: “PeterPinyon_ASW” Join here https://pinyon
-jay-community-science-gbbo.hub.arcgis.com/pages/surveys 

Download Esri’s free Survey 123 app on your smart phone (available at your favorite app 
store) and log in with your Hub username and password. Once you are added to the 
ASW group, you will automagically have access to our data intake form 

Read over the data collection instructions, they are available here https://pinyon-jay-
community-science-gbbo.hub.arcgis.com/documents/pinyon-jay-community-science-
survey-manual-part-i/explore 

Record your sightings, or lack of sightings. You can      survey anytime, in any Pinyon-
Juniper woodland or adjacent area. 

  
On behalf of the jays, thank you!! 
 

Cathy Wise 
Cathy.Wise@audubon.org 
 
Community Science Manager 

Click to enlarge 

mailto:fiddlehopper@gmail.com
https://pinyon-jay-community-science-gbbo.hub.arcgis.com/pages/surveys
https://pinyon-jay-community-science-gbbo.hub.arcgis.com/pages/surveys
https://pinyon-jay-community-science-gbbo.hub.arcgis.com/documents/pinyon-jay-community-science-survey-manual-part-i/explore
https://pinyon-jay-community-science-gbbo.hub.arcgis.com/documents/pinyon-jay-community-science-survey-manual-part-i/explore
https://pinyon-jay-community-science-gbbo.hub.arcgis.com/documents/pinyon-jay-community-science-survey-manual-part-i/explore
mailto:Cathy.Wise@audubon.org
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Flagstaff-March-19-1.jpg
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Mountain View School Birding Program 

On March 9th the Third Grade Classes at Mountain View Prep. Academy learned to use   

binoculars.  With four great volunteers, Katrina Koenig, Sally Reynolds, Kelly Isley-Benjes 

and Henry Benjes, that made it an exciting experience for the students.  First practicing 

how to properly focus, the correct way to sight birds without binos and then putting it all 

together as we walked through the high desert behind the school.  The students were 

quick to identify white crowned sparrows and lesser goldfinches that are often at the  

feeders. They then practiced using Merlin to identify an Anna’s hummingbird and a Says    

Phoebe.  This program is a success because of the volunteers.  If you would like to help 

contact pattigreeneltch@gmail.com. 

Photo by Patti Greeneltch 

Click to enlarge 

Photo by Patti Greeneltch 

Click to enlarge 

Spring is here and it’s time to visit our great birding spots. Here is a 

video of a wonderful place that offers a quiet walk along the Verde 

River just outside of Cottonwood, AZ. This is the Verde Village       

Property Owner’s Nature Preserve. Click on the image to open.  

mailto:pattigreeneltch@gmail.com
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SchoolPattGSend6kpx1.jpg-3rd-grade-March-2022-scaled.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SchoolPattiGsend6kpx2.jpg-mountain-view-march-2022-scaled.jpg
https://youtu.be/PdEG9-gy1Vs
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Recent Improvements at Bubbling Ponds Preserve include woodchips for the trails 

and some badly needed fresh paint for the observation decks. 

 

On Saturday morning February 26th, 11 volunteers came out to mulch the trails at the       

Bubbling Ponds Preserve. Volunteers were from several organizations including NAAS (5), 

The Flagstaff office of American Conservation Experience (ACE) (3), and the Cottonwood    

Rotary Club (3).    

Our enthusiastic volunteer crew mulched over a quarter-mile of 

trail; smoothing out rough patches and covering an extensive  

area that had been partly washed out last year. The well-used 

nature trails at Bubbling Ponds Preserve are now in excellent 

condition.  

Special thanks go out to Fish Hatchery Managers Sarah Taylor 

and Cindy Dunn who provided tools and equipment as well as strategically located piles of 

mulch.  

To all who participated at the workday, Bubbling Ponds Fish 

Hatchery and Northern Arizona Audubon Society send our   

sincere thanks and appreciation for making the day a big     

success. We look forward to our next volunteer workday. 

Trail users may also notice that the two observation decks 

along the trail have been recently painted and are looking 

sharp. In December and January, Rob and Denise Gibbs spent 

about 6 days sanding, scraping, priming and painting to bring the weathered structures back 

to life. 

For more info on the Preserve and directions go to  http://northernarizonaaudubon.org/

NAAS/bubbling-ponds-preserve/                                            By Rob Gibbs, Steward 

Blue Heron Dec Click to enlarge 

New Chips! Click to enlarge 

Verde Valley Birding and Nature Festival  

It happens April 21-24 and you don’t want to miss it. It will be centered at the lagoon area of 

Dead Horse Ranch State Park. 

NAAS will have a booth there and we would love to have your help as a volunteer in the 

booth. This does not require any  special  level of birding expertise; just a willingness to greet 

people who stop by. Want to help? Email: nancearmstrong@gmail.com 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NorthernArizonaAudub/8992bdfdcf/90657da9e9/504261cf2c
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NorthernArizonaAudub/8992bdfdcf/90657da9e9/504261cf2c
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Blue-Heron-Deck.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/BPP-Trail-chipped.jpg
mailto:nancearmstrong@gmail.com?subject=VVBNF%20Volunteer
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Most of the articles in this newsletter have 
been contributed by our NAAS members. 
You are invited to join us. Please submit ar-
ticles or notes to: 

nazaudubon@northernarizonaaudubon.org 

There are 2 ways to renew your membership: 

1. Online (preferred) go to the website and 
click on “Membership” . This allows you to 
use your credit card. 

2. Pay by check. Print and use the form below 
or include a note to be sure we credit the 
proper account. 

Membership 

Click to view this NAAS publication 

mailto:nazaudubon@norrthernarizonaaudubon.org?subject=Article
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/NAAS/birding-in-the-flagstaff-area/
https://www.jaysbirdbarn.com/
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Climate Change or Habitat Loss? 

We all know that wild bird populations around the 

world are taking a beating these days. We all blame 

human activity (Oh, my – WE are humans, aren’t 

we?). But, as bird folk, we are all citizen  scientists 

to varying degrees and we have a level of              

objectivity which encourages us to consider HOW 

we humans are causing such damage to  avian    

populations.     A new study has been     presented 

on Audubon.org which   uses 90 years of Christmas 

Bird Count data – including ours – to put some   

perspective on the changing status of bird           

populations. This study focuses on two broad      

factors: climate change and habitat loss. If you 

think about it, almost every factor that impacts bird 

populations falls into one of these two  categories. 

For example, many migrants arrive at their breeding areas only to find that the big insect 

blooms have  already occurred. That becomes an issue of climate change as it impacts insect 

emergence. On the other hand, waterfowl finds fewer roosting and breeding areas which is 

a direct result of habitat loss.  

But the real thrust of this study, from our perspective, is the crucial role of OUR CBC data 

over the last 90 years. You may also give yourself a big pat on the back regarding your      

contributions in eBird records. We bird folk are the very backbone of large avian studies 

which are finding places in the chambers of policy makers. Perhaps we should all get Super 

Bowl Rings. 

Would you like to learn even more about climate change and birds? Audubon has         

produced a great study which actually invites you to use your own location to predict 

what will happen to populations of your favorite birds over the next 20 years. Click below: 

https://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees
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Field Trip Reports—March 

Location:  Walnut Lakes, March 6, 22  

Five brave people came to 
the Bird Walk on this cold, 
12 degrees F, snowy breeze    
morning. We were not      
disappointed with 23 total 
number of species. As we 

gathered in the parking area, 
we heard two Mountain        

Chickadees calling. Second bird was a Wil-
liamson’s Sapsucker sitting in the top of an 
Aspen tree. On the first lake were 25 or more 
Ruddy Ducks and one lone Lesser Scaup 
swimming in the middle of them. Of course, 
the Mallards outnumbered any of species on 
either lake. But who doesn’t like 50+        
Mallards, many in pairs?  The Western    
Bluebirds, so brightly colored with their    
brilliant almost royal blue wings and the 
deep orange on their sides, were striking. 
They always make you feel spring is coming. 
One lonely Yellow-rumped Warbler was   
singing, but to only us humans. The icing on 
the cake was the second Bald Eagle that flew 
in and began circling the first lake. As we 
watched it circle, those yellow talons came 
out and it dropped down and skimmed the 
water and came up with a fish. It always 
stuns me that when the Bald Eagle is coming 
in for prey, how all the birds around become 
silent.  We then watched the Bald Eagle as it 
flew up to a snag and eat its breakfast.  
Thanks to the four birders for coming out 
and joining me on the bird walk. Hope to see 
you on many more. 

Leader: Kay Hawklee 

Prescott Lakes: Feb 28, 2022 

Three cars containing seven birders           
caravanned over    
Mingus Mountain to 
Willow and Watson 
Lakes. On the way 
over, we looked for 
and found many spe-

cies of raptors and sparrows; including Ru-
fous-crowned Sparrow, Ferruginous Hawk 
and American Kestrels.  We saw many win-
tering ducks at both lakes. Double-crested        
Cormorants with breeding plumage tufts 
were visible through the scope. While 
getting great looks at a pair of Hooded   
Mergansers, a Peregrine Falcon buzzed  

our group. It was a win/win trip to Prescott! 

Leader: Kay Hawklee 

Click to enlarge 

Eight spirited             

individuals met at the 

Huckaby Trailhead at 

7:30 on March 7th,  

welcomed by chilly 

temperatures and the 

sun trying to burst 

through the clouds. We spent 30 minutes 

on the Munds Wagon Trail to see what the 

weather would do  before heading down 

the Huckaby Trail. The sun emerged to   

provide a morning of desert locals and win-

ter visitors with little evidence of migrants 

moving in. Highlights were Hutton’s Vireo, 

Townsend’s Solitaire, and Juniper             

Titmouse. Leader: Tim Weber 

Photo by Eric Gofreed 

Click to enlarge 

Western Bluebird  
By Eric Gofreed 
Click to enlarge 

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Prescott-Lakes.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Juniper-Titmouse.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Western-Bluebird.jpg
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Montezuma Well and Picnic 
Area: March 3: 

Ten birders joined 
Kay Hawklee at 
these very different 
habitats.  Highlights 
were hearing a   
couple of species of 

Marsh birds; a      Virginia Rail and a Pied-
billed Grebe's mating song. Everyone en-
joyed the grebe's demonstration of its spe-
cial ability to sink in the water and rise up     
beneath another bird only to steal its food. 
Returning Northern Rough-winged      
Swallows, rich Cinnamon Teal and       
beautiful resident Black-throated Sparrows 
gave us good views at the Well. At the    
Picnic Area, we were greeted by the long, 
drawn out calls of Pine Siskins calling, ZZZZ 
iii pp, among many other boisterous      
species. Participants discovered a brightly-
colored Red-naped Sapsucker - a species 
that has made many holes in the trees 
around the picnic area. It was one of many 
great birding days to be had in the spring 
days to come at these habitat jewels. 

Leader: Kay Hawklee 

Cinnamon Teal by Eric Gofreed 

Click to enlarge 

It was a chilly 44 degree and overcast skies 
on March 10th when 8 of us ventured out 
to bird the Clear Creek Campground area. 

We started out slow with 
many Ravens flying        
overhead and saw one     
returning to a previously 
used nest. Not much      ac-
tion along the creek but it 
was a beautiful site that 
many had not experienced 
before. We were able to 

crank out a checklist of 20 
species with the high-
lights of the day   being a 

flock of Lawrence's Goldfinches, singing 
Black-throated Sparrows, a bright yellow on 
the head of a Verdin calling as it went from 
bush to bush, and a perfectly  positioned 
Rock Wren on a rock of course, with a moth 
in it's beak. For some these were life birds, 
a real treat. We joked every time the cattle 
were calling each other saying cow-
bird which we didn't see. Also three mule 
deer walking along the ridge was a nice site. 
All in all a good bird walk.  

Trip leader: Janie Stewart  

Black-throated Sparrow  

by Eric Gofreed 

Click to enlarge 

 

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Cinnamon-Teal.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Black-throated-Sparrow.jpg
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I was joined by 10 folks 
March 13th at the Sedona 
Wetlands. Most also        
continued down to the 
Spring Creek tank. We had 

33 total species. Highlights were an          
incredibly cooperative Lincoln's Sparrow, a 
perched Northern Rough-winged Swallow, a 
close Neotropic Cormorant, Ruddy Ducks 
with bright blue bills, and a flock of         
Lawrence's Goldfinches. Leader: Rich Armstrong 

 

 

I was joined by 12 folks on March 16th for a 
birding trip to   
Indian Springs in 
Clarkdale. We 
started by intro-
ducing ourselves 
and  sharing our 
birding interests. 

Several folks were         
reacquainted with one another.  Birds   ap-
peared in low numbers until a surprise of          
numerous flocks of American Robins flew 
by. This walk took us along mesquite and 
hackberry where the Verdin reside to       
Indian Springs, (Tu cho halíí in Apache) the 
riverside and the treatment pond where 
ducks, Song Sparrows, Red-winged Black-
birds and Black Phoebes were seen. We 
saw some 27 species. 

Leader: Kristen Rothrock 

Ruddy Duck 
Click to Enlarge 

 
Click to Enlarge 

3 people joined me today March 18th for a 

Sedona Wetlands walk. They all had scope 

looks at male Common Goldeneye, male & 

female Lawrence's Goldfinches, and a close    

breeding plumage Savannah Sparrow. 

Leader: Rich Armstrong 

Common Golden eye  

By Eric Gofreed Click to enlarge 

Bird walk at Kachina Wetlands 

20 birdwatchers   

enjoyed a 2 hour 

walk at Kachina 

Wetlands this   

morning 3/18. We 

found 37 species, 

including uncommon 

Mountain Bluebird and Turkey Vulture and 

had fantastic looks at 14 swimming        

species. It was great fun with interesting 

people. 

Leader: Tom Linda  

Mt. Bluebird by Eric Gofreed 

Click to enlarge 

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/ruddy-duck.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Indian-Springs-scaled.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Common-Goldeneye.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Mountain-Blue-bird.jpg
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14 folks joined me on a stunning Spring   
morning at Bubbling Ponds on March 23 
where we racked up 45 species.  Some Winter 
migrants still around – notably waterfowl,  
Yellow-rump Warblers, stalwart Ruby-

crowned Kinglets and a 
few lingering White-
crowned Sparrows.    
Residents are getting 
down to business with 
courtship and nesting.  
Summer migrants     
making an entrance with 
Lucy’s Warblers, Bell’s 
Vireos and massive 
flocks of swifts and   

swallows filling the air.    
Our treasured Black Hawks are back and               
re-establishing their bonds.  Nice raptor 
shows with eagle vs. osprey – this time eagle 
takes the prize.  Kestrel, Sharp-shinned, Red-
tailed and a mysterious show from a           
Peregrine Falcon – now you see him with 
large bird in talons – circling behind a tree – 
now you see him without prey.  Large kettle of 
Turkey Vultures going to work keeping our  
area clean. 

Leader: Lisa Grubbs 

Bell’s Vireo by Eric Gofreed 

Click to enlarge 

On a beautiful March 27th morning with no 
coat 14 people joined me for a short Sedona 
Wetlands walk and a bonus quick trip to 
Spring Creek Tank. Highlights were scope 
looks at a perched Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow, Ruddy Ducks with bright blue bills, 
close male Cinnamon Teal, a close male    
Redhead, a Neotropic 
Cormorant with wings 
spread to dry, 2          
Ring-billed Gulls, still 1 
cooperative female 
Lawrence's Goldfinch, 
still 2 female Common 
Goldeneye, a singing Song Sparrow, and the 
normal ducks. We also enjoyed a singing     
Lucy's Warbler as we were serenaded by the 
songs of Red-winged Blackbirds & Great-
tailed Grackles (can you really call them 
songs?) and a singing Black-throated       
Sparrow. 

Leader; Rich Armstrong 

We had a good morning of birding at Picture 

Canyon Sunday. We had 14 visitors (plus me). 

We walked 3 miles over 3 hours from the 

treatment plant down to the field and back 

up along the ridge line. It was a comfortable 

temperature with only nice wind. While we 

didn’t see high numbers or rare species, we 

did see some nice spring migrants such as  

Sora, Turkey Vulture, American Kestrel, Black 

Phoebe, Cassin’s Kingbird, Violet-green   

Swallow, Cedar Waxwing, and Chipping   

Sparrow. Several of these species were lifers 

for many visitors.  Leader: Brian Hofstetter 

Neotropic Cormoant  
by Eric Gofreed Click to enlarge 

Grateful acknowledgement to: 

Eric Gofreed 

Eric is a fantastic photographer with over 
6000 nature photos to his credit. He is a 
most gracious and generous contributor to 
our Black-hawk Watch and his bird photos 
are a delight to all who see them. Thank 
you, Eric.  Eric’s Flicker site 

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Bells-Vireo.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Neotropic-Cormorant.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/egofreed/
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We had a good morning of birding at Picture 
Canyon March 27. We had 14 visitors (plus 
me) and we walked 3 miles over 3 hours. We 
walked from the treatment plant down to 
the field and back up along the ridge line. It 
was a nice temperature with only nice wind. 
While we didn’t see many high numbers or 
rare species, we did see some nice spring 
migrants such as Sora, Turkey Vulture, Amer-
ican Kestrel, Black Phoebe, Cassin’s Kingbird, 
Violet-green Swallow, Cedar Waxwing, and 
Chipping Sparrow. Several of these species 
were lifers for many visitors.  

Trip Leader: Brian Hoffsteder 

 

Picture Canyon Click to enlarge 

For the 7 people with me it’s a good day 

(March 31st) when one of your first birds is 

the colorful male Vermilion Flycatcher! 

Then a FOS Cassin’s Kingbird. We heard the 

Bell’s Vireo and added great looks of Black-

throated Sparrows and Lucy’s Warblers 

along the Bell Trail which parallels Wet 

Beaver Creek. Turkey Vultures and Ravens 

kettled together and a Red-tail soared in 

the distance. We added Bridled Titmouse, 

Black Phoebe and Abert’s Towhee at the 

creek, then went sparrow viewing in the 

grasslands where we saw many Savannahs, 

one Lincoln’s, a few Vesper’s and a possible 

Grasshopper Sparrow seen by the guide. A 

pleasant morning with almost 30 species in 

varied habitats. 

Trip Leader: Tim Weber 

Vermillion Flycatcher 

By Eric Gofreed  Click to enlarge 

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Pict-Cyn-FieldTrip-27Mar-22-002-scaled.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Vermillion-Flycatcher.jpg


17 

 

April 16 (Saturday) – Little Elden Spring 
Leader: Tom Linda 
 
We will meet at 7:00 a.m. at the parking  
area at Little Elden Spring.  To get there take 
89A north to FS556, which is about 1 mile 
further along from Silver Saddle Road which 
is the last traffic light you will come to.   
Continue on FS556 until you reach the  
parking area. There is a sign that says little 
Elden spring on your right.  
 
We will bird along the Arizona Trail at Little 
Elden Spring, and look for several species of 
warbler, including Red-faced, Virginia, and 
Grace's, plus any eastern rarities that have 
been recorded here. The cliffs offer oppor-
tunities for eagles and falcons. I'd like to 
continue further up 556 to an area that 
offers the opportunity of seeing            
woodpeckers such as American Three-toed, 
Williamson Sapsucker and other drummers. 
 
Because parking is somewhat of a challenge 
at this point, we will carpool and keep the 
number of cars to about 3 if possible. 
 
I'm looking forward to this trip, the place is 
extraordinary. Contact Tom if you have any 
questions at 928-864-9047. 

April 16 (Saturday): Kachina Wetlands 

·  Meet at 0800 at the parking lot to           
Kachina Wetlands off Tovar Trail. 

·  Be prepared to walk approximately 2 
miles. The trail is relatively level but is 
grassy and uneven in places. 

·  This is always a wonderful location to view 
waterfowl and often raptors like bald eagles 
and osprey. In mid-April we can also hope to 
see early arrivals such as several swallow 
species, Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Common 
Yellowthroats, and possibly others like Lark 
and Vesper Sparrows. 

·  Contact Anne Pellegrini 

(fiddlehopper@gmail.com) with any ques-

tions. 

April 3 (Sunday): Little Elden Springs 

Meet at 8:30 AM on FS road 556 at the 
spring parking area (if the gate is open, if 
not, meet at the gate). 3-hour outing. No  
facilities. 

Leader: Debbie McMahon 

Limited to 12; RSVP text only 928-707-061 

See printable trip summary here: 

Refrigerator Version 

mailto:fiddlehopper@gmail.com
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Field-Trip-Summary-April-2022.pdf
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April 30 (Saturday) –  
Little Elden Spring 
Leader: Tom Linda 
 
We will meet at 7:00 a.m. at the parking area 
at Little Elden Spring.  To get there take 89A 
north to FS556, which is about 1 mile further 
along from Silver Saddle Road which is the 
last traffic light you will come to. Continue on 
FS556 until you reach the parking area. There 
is a sign that says little Elden spring on your 
right.  
 
We will bird along the Arizona Trail at Little 
Elden Spring, and look for several species of 
warbler, including Red-faced, Virginia, and 
Grace's, plus any eastern rarities that have 
been recorded here. The cliffs offer              op-
portunities for eagles and falcons. I'd like to 
continue further up 556 to an area that offers 
the opportunity of seeing woodpeckers such 
as American Three-toed, Williamson            
Sapsucker and other drummers. 
 
Because parking is somewhat of a challenge 
at this point, we will carpool and keep the 
number of cars to about 3 if possible. 
 

April 10 (Sunday) 

Picture Canyon 

Leader: Trevor Hinckley 

Meet at 8:30am at the Picture Canyon   

parking area.  Expect to hike 1.5 to 3 miles 

depending on bird activity and trail          

conditions.  We will finish before noon. 

Bring water, snacks, binoculars.  

Williamson’s Sapsucker  by Eric Gofreed 

Click to enlarge 

See printable trip summary here: 

Refrigerator Version 

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Williamsons-Sapsucker.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Field-Trip-Summary-April-2022.pdf
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Sedona Wetlands Preserve Saturday April 

2nd 8:30–9:45. Meet at the Sedona Wet-

lands parking lot at 8:30 and we will do a 

just over an hour walk out to the big pond 

and back. Great trip for beginners. We 

hope for ducks and wintering birds and mi-

grants and Spring arrivals. Rich Armstrong 

will lead. 928-282-3675,                                    

richarmstrong47@gmail.com 

Clarkdale private residence. Tuesday April 

5th 7:30 -10:30. Meet at the Cottonwood 

Safeway Parking Lot near the old Bank of 

America at 7:30 to carpool to residence. 

We will bird an easy 1/2 trail and also    

feeder watch. The residence backs up to 

the Mingus Mountain range and we can  

expect many different species in this      

habitat, possibly some migrants coming 

through. Bring binoculars, hat, water, 

snacks etc. Any questions call Janie Stewart 

928-451-5794.  

Cave Springs Riparian Area and 

Campground; Oak Creek Canyon. April 7 th 

7:00 -10:00. Meet at the small parking lot 

at the entrance to Cave Springs 

Campground. We will explore the meadow 

and riparian area at the entrance and then 

either the campground or the Ponderosa/ 

Douglas Fir habitat across the creek from 

the meadow. Mostly flat, with-

some technical sections. Mostly shady, but 

water, sunscreen and sturdy shoes are al-

ways recommended. Contact Tim Weber 

for more info. (928) 380-0555. 

South Gateway Visitor Center (aka Red Rock 

Ranger District Visitor Center) & Stagestop 

Riparian Area.  April 12th – Tuesday – 7:30 – 

11:00.   

Meet at the parking lot for the Red Rock Rang-

er District.  We’ll bird the parking area and be-

ginning of the Woods Canyon Trail as far as we 

can (water crossing permitting.) Both Woods 

Canyon trail and Stagestop are generally very 

passable, but uneven at parts.  Then for “Part 

2”, we’ll carpool down to the Stagestop area 

and bird there for another hour or so.  (People 

are perfectly welcome to skip part 2.)  Mi-

grants use these corridors    because there is 

usually water. Bring hiking sticks, hat, water, 

snacks, binoculars. There is a flushing toilet at 

the Visitor’s center that we’ll take advantage 

of before the 2nd part of the trip. Contact lead-

er, Kay Hawklee for more info: khawk-

lee@gmail.com or text 432-703-0007. 

 

Sedona Wetlands Preserve Sunday April 17 

8:30–9:45. Meet at the Sedona Wetlands 

parking lot at 8:30 and we will do a just over 

an hour walk out to the big pond and back. 

Great trip for beginners. We hope for ducks 

and  wintering birds and migrants and Spring 

arrivals. Rich Armstrong will lead. 928-282-

3675, richarmstrong47@gmail.com 

See printable trip summary here: 

Refrigerator Version 

mailto:richarmstrong47@gmail.com
mailto:khawklee@gmail.com
mailto:khawklee@gmail.com
mailto:richarmstrong47@gmail.com
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Field-Trip-Summary-April-2022.pdf
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 April Trips—con’t 

Wet Beaver Creek Campground and Picnic 
Area & V Bar V Heritage Site:  Friday, April 
15th, 7:30-12:30 

Meet at I-17 and FSR 618 at 7:30. We’ll 
combine cars if desired and carpool from 
there to Wet Beaver Picnic Area parking lot. 
Bird the Campground and picnic area - then 
on to V Bar V. Campground Host often 
charges $3/person to bird the Campground. 
Also, V Bar V is a fee area that does not 
open until 9:30am: “Red Rock 
Pass or America the Beautiful Pass required 
on all vehicles parked at our cultural sites. A 
Red Rock Pass can be purchased from the 
self-serve vending machine at the V Bar V 
Heritage Site.” Bring credit card and cash, 
mid-hike snack, water, hat, sunscreen, hik-
ing sticks if needed, binoculars. Hoping for 
Orioles, Tanagers; Townsend’s, Mac-
Gilvray’s, Lucy’s, Yellow, Wilson’s and other 
Warblers; Lazuli and possible Indigo 
Bunting; Grosbeaks and sapsuckers and oth-
er spring migrants. Facilities are available at 
both parts of the trip. People can leave ear-
ly if needed. Contact leader, Kay Hawklee 
for more info: khawklee@gmail.com or text 
432-703-0007. 

Bubbling Ponds Preserve - Monday, April 18th - 

7:30-10:30.  Meet at dirt parking lot - no           

restrooms.  We will be trolling around the ponds 

and walking the Black Hawk Trail loop through 

mesquite bosque, grasslands and riparian        

corridor along Oak Creek - approx. 1.8mi on easy, 

mostly flat surface looking for Summer migrants, 

residents and lingering Winter birds.  Hats and 

sunscreen recommended.  Bring binoculars,     

water, snacks, field guide and a scope if you 

like.  Contact Lisa Grubbs for info 928-592-3684 -

 grubbs585@gmail.com 

Stoneman Lake Road and Lake April 27th 630-

1000. Stoneman Lake Road ascends in-

to Ponderosa Pine habitat after passing through 

lower elevation pinion pines and junipers. We 

will stop at several elevations to examine the 

different assemblages of trees and birds, and end 

at the parking area at Stoneman Lake. A short 

hike will also be taken into Rattlesnake Canyon 

(mildly technical) to look for warblers found at 

higher elevations. Contact Tim Weber for more 

info and carpooling (928) 380-0555. 

Clear Creek Campground - Camp Verde - Satur-

day April 30th 7:30 to 11:00 If you want to car-

pool or follow each other meet at Cottonwood 

Fry's Parking Lot near the entrance to the gas sta-

tion, we will depart @ 7:30 am, it is about a 

30 minute drive, others can meet at dirt parking 

lot at the end past the campground at 830. We 

will bird approximately 2 - 3 hours. Bring Binocu-

lars, a hat, sunscreen, water, snacks etc. We will 

search out birds along the road, the creek and 

the trails.  Contact Janie Stewart for any further 

information 928-451-5794. 

See printable trip summary here: 

Refrigerator Version 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/coconino/home/?cid=stelprdb5416207
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/coconino/home/?cid=stelprdb5416207
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/coconino/passes-permits/recreation/?cid=stelprdb5416264
http://mailto:khawklee@gmail.com/
mailto:grubbs585@gmail.com
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Field-Trip-Summary-April-2022.pdf
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Bluebird Nest Box Monitoring Takes Wing 

 

In March, Northern Arizona Audubon initiated a program to     
monitor bluebird nest boxes that have been placed in Kachina  
Wetlands and Picture Canyon. Usually Western Bluebirds in our   
region nest in cavities excavated by Hairy Woodpeckers and   
Northern Flickers. However, when natural cavities are in short    
supply, nest boxes provide a viable alternative for bluebirds to 
breed and raise young.  

In early 2020 bluebird enthusiast Doug LeVasseur built 12 nest   
boxes and created a bluebird nest box trail at Kachina Wetlands 
(https://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/?p=59470). Later that 
same year, Rick Moore built and installed 12 boxes at Picture     
Canyon. This year we want to monitor the boxes to determine 
whether young are being successfully fledged. In addition to   

Western  Bluebirds, other secondary cavity nesting species that might 
nest in these boxes include Mountain Bluebirds, Violet-green         

Swallows, Tree Swallows, White-breasted Nuthatches, and Mountain Chickadees. 

With fifteen years of nest box monitoring experience, Lori Kruse has offered to coordinate 
a formal monitoring program for NAAS, using Cornell University’s NestWatch protocol.       
Several people, both within and external to NAAS  membership, have volunteered to assist 
with the    monitoring. Each volunteer will check the boxes once a month through the    
breeding season, and the combined effort will enable all boxes to be visited once a week. It’s 
great to see how the efforts of many people can accomplish a project that a single person 
could not do.  

Given that the boxes have only been 
up for a year, it is unlikely that all the 
boxes will be used by birds this breed-
ing season. Over time, however, the 
boxes will gradually become important 
and  reliable breeding sites for Western   
Bluebirds and other cavity nesters. We 
will report the results of the first moni-
toring season in October.      

Western Buebird 

Eric Gofreed Click to enlarge 

By Christina Vojta 

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Western-Bluebird-2.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/KWP-Nest-Box.jpeg
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Birds and More 

1. Two Common Black Hawks were seen at Fish Hatchery in 
last couple days and two were seen in our yard yesterday. So 
they are coming back - there have already been 239 seen at 
the Tubac Hawk Watch and almost all are coming this way. 

2. White-Throated Swifts, Northern Rough-Winged & Violet-
Green Swallows are being reported. 

3. Lawrence's Goldfinches continue to be reported many places - Dead Horse feeders, 
Spring Creek tank, and many yards. 

4. The Stranskys in Rimrock still have a Golden-Crowned Sparrow 

5. Turkey Vultures are being reported. Please look at them in case the 1st ever Yavapai 
Black Vulture might still be in the Verde Valley and might hang out with Turkey Vultures. 

6. An American Avocet was at Bubbling Ponds, a winter bird rather than a super early mi-
grant - who knows. 

7. But it seems all the Mountain Bluebirds have departed. 

8. And Lucy's Warblers Are being reported down in Tucson area, but no reports here yet? 

--  

Common Black Hawk 
Click to enlarge. 

Laura first saw a bird with yellowish color on its 
head on Feb. 4.  Maybe it was just the way the    
sunlight hit the bird. But on Feb. 6, both of us 
saw the bird and determined it was indeed an 
immature Golden-crowned Sparrow.  Looks very 
similar to an immature White-crowned Sparrow, 
but with a    couple of subtle differences. The 
GCSP has “lighter,” or finer wing-bars, and the 
center stripe on the head is a faded yellow color. 

It was always at one of three ground feeding spots in 
our yard, and always with White-crowned Sparrows, and our two White-throated  
Sparrows. We find it very interesting to have an Eastern sparrows AND a Western spar-
row “hanging out” together in same feeding spots! We have now seen this bird on a 
total of eleven different days from Feb. 6 through March 18. The GCSP is #164 on our 
Yard Bird list. 

By: Kip & Laura Stransky 

Golden-crowned Sparrow By Stransky 
Click to enlarge. 

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Common-Black-Hawk-1200.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022_2_6-Golden-crowned.jpg
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Birds and More 

1. GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW still being seen in Rimrock at Stransky's yard. 
2. a PACIFIC WREN has been seen at Red Rock St Park 

3. It is spring as Common Black Hawks are back in a number of places - best place to look might 
be behind the Up The Creek restaurant. 

4. Lucy's Warblers are back in number of places as are Turkey Vultures, White-Throated Swifts, 
Rough-Winged & Violet-Green & Tree Swallows, Black-Chinned Hummingbirds, House Wrens, 
and more new arrivals are on the way. 

5. 2 Long-Billed Dowitchers were seen at the wetlands - early migrants? 

6. If you have not seen Lawrence's Goldfinches, they seem to still be around in many places  
including Spring Creek Tank on 9571 across from Page Springs Rd. 

7. Further afield 10 BLACK VULTURES were seen near Horseshoe Lake in the far SE corner of 
Yavapai where there are almost no roads. If you go to Black Canyon City you might look for 
them. 

--  

Rich Armstrong 

What Bird Is This? 

A Hint: it’s not a Raven. 

To only enlarge the photo, Click Photo Here 

To see the answer, Click Answer Here  

https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Slide-2.jpg
https://northernarizonaaudubon.org/photos/its-lesser-goldfinch/
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Chapter Membership 

Editor Note: Last month (February issue) 

the article “Circling Northern Shovelers” 

was written by Jenny Barnes. We apologize 

for omitting her name as the author. 

Published by The Northern Arizona Audubon Society, Inc. 

Organized 1972 as an affiliated chapter of Nation Audubon 

Incorporated as 501c3 Feb. 2001 

Board of Directors: 

• President: Kay Hawklee 

• Vice-President  Dennis Tomko 

• Treasurer: Joan Stoner 

• Secretary: Kristine Follett 

• At Large: 

 Nanette Armstrong 

 Jenny Barnes 

 Brent Bitz 

 Kristine Follett 

 Patti Greeneltch 

 Roy May 

 Rick Moore 

 Karin Slavey 

 Sally Reynolds 

Committee Chairs: 

 Programs & Hospitality ATR :Janet May 

 Programs & Hospitality BTR:                      
 Nanette Armstrong 

 Field Trips ATR: Roy May 

 Field Trips BTR: Rich Armstrong 

 Conservation: Brent Bitz 

 Education: Patti Greeneltch 

 Publications: Jenny Barnes 

 Membership: Vacant 

Sanctuary Stewards: 

 Bubbling Ponds: Rob Gibbs 

 Sedona wetlands: Rich Armstrong 

 Kachina Wetlands: Christina Vojta 

 Picture Canyon: Roy May 

A child was walking with her father, when 

her   father said "look! It's a dead bird! 

That's so sad!" 

The child then quickly looked up in the sky 

and said "Where?"  

Verde Valley Birding and Nature Festival  

It happens April 21-24 and you don’t want 

to miss it. It will be centered at the lagoon 

area of Dead Horse Ranch State Park. 

NAAS will have a booth there and we 

would love to have your help as a volunteer 

in the booth. This does not require any  

special  level of birding expertise; just a 

willingness to greet people who stop by. 

Email: nancearmstrong@gmail.com 

New & Renewing Members—

March. 2022 

Charles Combs  Peter Runge 

Glenn Condon  Susan Schroeder 

Brittain Davis  JOHN SHERMAN 

ELLEN FAIRCHILD  Norma Sneider 

Bill McDorman  LINDA SPORRER 

Nashelly Meneses  Joan Steninger 

Margrit & Alan Novack  Kip Stransky 

Julie Paez  William Tripp 

Joan Prefontaine  Mark Watson 

mailto:nancearmstrong@gmail.com?subject=volunteer%20for%20VVBNF

