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September Programs
Flagstaff and Sedona

Facebook LIVE

September 22, 2020
Time: 7:00 pm (Tuesday)

    Admission info: Free, no registration required

Location: Facebook LIVE
Instructions will be posted on Northern Arizona Audubon’s 
Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/Northern-Arizona-Audubon-
Society-678850928825284) and sent out by email.

Name of presenter: Tice Supplee
Tice Supplee will be giving a talk on 
September 22, 2020 about the 2019 
National Audubon Society report 
Survival by Degrees with a focus 
on birds in Arizona vulnerable to a 
warming climate. Tice has worked as 
a wildlife conservation biologist since 
1975. After a nearly 30-year career 
with the Arizona Game and Fish 

Department she has been the Director of Bird Conservation for 
Audubon in Arizona, and now also New Mexico. Her primary 
areas of ornithological focus have been riparian and grassland 
birds. She coordinates the Arizona Important Bird Areas 
program in partnership with Tucson Audubon Society.

Title of program: Survival by Degrees

Red-faced Warbler 
Photo Credit: Alan 
Schmierer/Flickr (CC0 
1.0)

Tice’s presentation will 
be about the 2019 
predictive model of 
how birds in North 
America may respond 

to increased global temperatures. The report is an update of an 
earlier Audubon birds and climate report. The primary author of 
Survival by Degrees is Dr. Brooke Bateman, National Audubon 
Society Spatial Ecologist. New data from the earlier report includes 
verified eBird records and bird survey data from bird observatories 
and banding stations in North America (Canada, US, Mexico).

October 27, 2020
Time: 7:00 pm (Tuesday)
Admission info: Free, no registration required

Location: Facebook LIVE
Instructions will be posted on Northern Arizona Audubon’s 
Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/Northern-Arizona-Audubon-
Socety-678850928825284) and sent out by email.

Name of presenter: Brent Bitz
Brent Bitz is a Board Member of Northern 
Arizona Audubon and Friends of the Verde 
River and has had a lifelong interest in the 
outdoors and habitat preservation. A retired 
businessman, mountain climber and sports 
car racer, Brent has travelled around the 
world enjoying the people and wilderness 
of our beautiful planet. He lives in Sedona 

and enjoys the wonderful diversity of northern Arizona.

Title of program: Ethiopia: Birding in a very ancient land

Photographs: 
Sunbird and 
Viridian Weaver

In the fall of 2019, 
Brent spent four 
weeks travelling 
around Ethiopia. 
Located on the 

Horn of Africa, it is a country with a great diversity of people 
(86 separate languages), a renowned paleontological and his-
torical past and a vibrant culture. Ethiopia is a huge country 
of towering mountains, extensive forests, remote deserts, and 
Rift Valley lakes. Brent’s presentation will introduce you to the 
people and birds of this unique part of Africa. With over 860 
bird species recorded there and some 50 endemic and near 
endemics, it made for a unique birding experience.

October Programs
Flagstaff and Sedona

Facebook LIVE

ALL PROGRAMS FOR FLAGSTAFF AND SEDONA
 SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER WILL BE ON FACEBOOK LIVE
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President’s Message
Kay Hawklee

  These days lots of organizations are saying, “These are 
unprecedented times.”  Yes, they are. So, let’s do something 
unprecedented. COVID-19 strikes me as a time of opportunity. 
Opportunities can be grand or small. Grand moments are to be had 
when we watch birds do what they do to stay alive, mate, fledge and 
migrate. This can be done without risking our health; in fact, cherishing 
these moments increases our health as they are the greatest gift of 
this hobby.  
 I also encourage us to take a small opportunity to help birds in that 
fight to stay alive, successfully breed and migrate.  Go to Audubon 
Arizona’s website: https://az.audubon.org,  under the Conservation 
tab, select Western Rivers Action Network (WRAN). Scroll to the 

Northern Arizona Audubon Society

northernarizonaaudubon.org
Tell your friends

Northern Arizona Audubon Society Mission Statement
To promote the understanding and appreciation of birds and other wildlife 

and the conservation and restoration of their natural habitats.

bottom of the page to sign up for free (WRAN Join Today!). Save your 
FastAction profile and you will start receiving action alerts that you can 
respond to in less than one minute. This multi-state organization sent 
650 Action Alerts letters to Legislators to promote Legislative solutions 
for water management in Arizona.  
 Actions that have brought about big water policy wins! We are 
spoiled in the Verde Valley. We still have water. But we must speak up 
to keep it, for birds and people. Whether through a National Audubon 
Action Alert to protect our flyways - or one to save the Verde River - 
take the opportunity to speak up for birds. There is strength in numbers, 
and we should never believe we cannot make a difference.
 Technology has made it super easy to become an advocate. And 
technology is bringing us together for our first-ever, online monthly 
program this September 22nd at 7:00 pm. We hope you will join us 
on Facebook Live:  https://www.facebook.com/Northern-Arizona-
Audubon-Society-678850928825284)

Hummingbirds: Small, Medium, and Large
Roy May

 Before moving to Flagstaff 
from Costa Rica, my wife Janet and 
I headed to southeastern Arizona 
to see hummingbirds. Bird guide 
Richard Fray took us to the best 
places including, of course, the 
Paton House in Patagonia, and 
then to Ramsey Canyon. There we 
spotted a Magnificent Hummingbird, 
a large metallic green hummer we 
knew well from Costa Rica. We’d 
never seen it in the United States, 

so it was like a “lifer” for us, but it’s common from northern Mexico 
through Central America and western Panama. Since we saw the 
hummer in Arizona, it’s been divided into the Rivoli’s (Eugenes 
fulgens) for Arizona to Nicaragua and the Talamanca (Eugenes 
spectabilis) for the Talamanca Mountains of Costa Rica and 
Panama. So, for our “life-list”, we now have another hummer!
 If the Eugenes species are big at 5 inches, they’re little 
compared to the Giant Hummingbird (Patagona gigas) of the 
Andes Mountains of South America. At nearly 7 inches long and 
an additional 1½ inches of bill, this is a humongous hummer! When 
we lived in La Paz, Bolivia, we loved watching it poke the trumpet-
shaped flowers of the kantuta bushes around our home and in city 
parks. At 12,000 feet, though, it needs to really beat its wings to 
stay afloat. It seems almost aerodynamically clumsy! The Red-tailed 
Comet (Sappho sparganurus) is another hummer that awed us 
around the city, especially in the lower, arid portions of the valley. It’s 
big too, and notably has two, spectacular red tailfeathers extending 
nearly 8 inches, double its body size. And there’s the Sword-billed 
Hummingbird (Ensifera ensifera). The name is apropos: the bill is 
nearly four inches long, longer than the bird’s body! When it sips 
nectar from a feeder, smaller hummers easily slip in under it. 
 Then there are little hummers. In Arizona, the smallest is the 
Calliope (Selasphorus calliope) measuring 3.25 inches. But this is 
big! Once, in Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic), while visiting 
the colonial era monastery where the “defender of the Indians” 
Bartolomé de las Casas lived in the 16th century, I spotted what 

appeared to be a large moth in a tree in the courtyard. Not a moth, but 
the Vervain Hummingbird (Mellisuga minima). “Minima” it is: it’s just 2.50 
inches long! But in Cuba, there’s one even smaller. The Bee Hummingbird 
(Mellisuga helenae), at 2.40 inches –including bill and tail--, is the littlest bird 
in the world.
 Hummers eat insects and, of course, sip a lot of nectar. Given their high-
energy demand metabolism, they have to eat all the time. It’s not surprising 
that they are territorial. The little Rufus (Selasphorus rufus) that comes 
around the feeder hanging on our porch aggressively informs the larger 
Broad-tailed (Selasphorus platycercus) that it’s not welcome to sip nectar! 
Once, at the feeder in the patio of our home in San José, Janet watched a 
mid-air duel between a couple of male Rufus-tailed Hummingbirds (Amazilia 
tzacatl). They fenced with their bills, tumbled over and over in the air, finally 
falling to the ground, where they continued dueling for a few more seconds.  
 Hummingbirds are found only in the Americas and there are lot of them. 
Arizona counts13 species, but in Costa Rica you can see 50 and in Ecuador 
132. Classified as Trochilidae, depending on the taxonomy used, there 
are between 325 and 340 species. Not all are known as “hummingbirds.” 
Other names include hillstar, sunbeam, brilliant, emerald, starthroat, hermit, 
coquette, woodstar, puffleg, sunangel, and others. The Andean region in 
Ecuador is the evolutionary center of these birds. From there they diversified 
in all directions. 
 As pollinators, hummers are key species for forest health, especially 
in the Neotropics. Unfortunately, due to habitat loss and climate change, 
around 15% of hummingbird species are of conservation concern, including 
Arizona’s Rufus Hummingbird. Two Arizona organizations are prominent 
hummingbird supporters. Our “own” Sedona-based Hummingbird Society 
(http://www.hummingbirdsociety.org/index.php) and the Hummingbird 
Monitoring Network (https://www.hummonnet.org/) in Patagonia, are worthy 
of esteem and support. 
 These flying jewels have long captured the imagination of people. 
As the great Neo-tropical ornithologist Alexander Skutch noted, “By 
their beauty, intense activity, and association with bright flowers, they 
fascinate all who know them.” (https://www.alexanderskutch.com/
uploads/7/0/1/0/70104897/1973_the_life_of_hummingbird.pdf).  How true!
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Staying Connected at 
Northern Arizona Audubon Society 

 Here’s how we are staying connected at Northern Arizona 
Audubon Society (NAAS). Tell your friends too.

Website: http://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org
In addition to visiting the website, you can subscribe to get updates 
about new content/articles.

Eblast emails from NAAS

Facebook:  Northern Arizona Audubon Society (check this page 
frequently for updates)

National Audubon Society is at https://www.audubon.org

And if you have a story or article that you would like to share, the 
BlackHawk Watch newsletter is published September, November, 
January, March and May. Articles are welcome from members and 
non-members. Send proposed articles to Jenny Barnes at naaspub@
gmail.com. The deadline for copy is the 15th of the month prior to 
newsletter publication.

NAAS Bird Walks/Field Trips are cancelled. Please read the 
Eblasts for continuing information.

Here are some links to interesting websites that you can visit until we 
can go out in the field together again!

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/cornell-lab-feederwatch/  

https://www.birdnote.org/ 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/how-to-make-these-next-
few-weeks-a-little-easier-courtesy-of-birds/ 

Birdnote.org:  During September, you can listen to new BirdNote daily 
shows about the Short-billed Dowitcher, Chestnut-collared Longspur, and 
Heermann’s Gull, among many others. They’ll also discuss the ways that 
climate change is expanding the ranges of some birds in North America

And instead of reading about birding, why not 
write some news of your own? We would enjoy 
hearing your birding stories to entertain and 
encourage others. Topics could include how 
you started birding. Did you have a spark bird? 
What would you consider your strongest interest 
or expertise and what resources or tools did you 
learn from? Where are your favorite birding 
spots or vacations that you have enjoyed most? 
Do you have a story about tracking down a 
rare bird? And of course, there is always the 

interesting backyard bird watching story and how you have made your home 
landscapes attractive to birds. Please send your stories here: NAASpub@
gmail.com

We will do some editing, if 
needed, and will post a photo 
or two with it. There’s no need 
to be shy.

Verde Connect 
Project Environmental Assessment

 As residents of the Verde Valley know, the County has 
proposed a road project that will span the Verde River in a location 
approximately mid-way between Cottonwood and Camp Verde. This 
project has been fairly controversial among local residents for a 
variety of reasons, mostly related to traffic.
 However, your chapter is concerned about the impact of this 
bridge on the riparian corridor and the endangered Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo and the Southwest Willow Flycatcher. Every federally funded 
project such as this is required to undertake an environmental 
assessment (EA) and solicit public input. Our chapter’s Conservation 
Committee prepared a letter expressing our concern and, upon 
approval from our Board, it was sent to the Federal Highway 
Administration project team. The thrust of our letter was our strong 
suggestion that efforts be made to remediate any habitat loss or 
damage resulting from the creation of the bridge and adjacent 
roadways.
 The Verde Connect Project Team has now released the results 
of the EA and has made a determination of “no significant impact” 
which reflects the position taken by Yavapai County in their project 
submission. However, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service made an 
EA submission that reflects many of our concerns. As a result, the 
following remediation measures will be incorporated into the project:

  •  Appointment of a Biological Monitor to monitor construction
activities and make sure that conservation commitments are 
achieved.

  •  The Biological Monitor will provide environmental awareness
training for all project staff focusing on the Southwest Willow 
Flycatcher, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Mexican Spotted Owl as well 
as garter snake and fish species.

  •  Various construction related conservation measures.

  •  Conservation measures specifically focusing on the SW Willow
Flycatcher and the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, as well as endangered 
garter snakes.

 I am not a biologist so I can’t comment on the effectiveness of these 
measures but it seems that, at least, some conservation measures 
are resulting from the EA. If you wish more details, I suggest that you 
go to VerdeConnect.com go to the Draft Environmental Assessment 
and see Appendix F3 - Biological Opinion.
 This is another example of your chapter working on living up to our 
Mission Statement: To promote the understanding and appreciation 
of birds and other wildlife and the conservation and restoration of 
their natural habitats.

Sincerely Yours, 
Brent Bitz
Chair, Conservation Committee
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★ Full Service Printing
★ High Speed Copying
★ Digital Color Copying 
★ Graphics & Layout
★ Full Bindery Services

2708 N. Fourth St., Ste. F 3 & 4
Flagstaff, Arizona 86004

(928) 526-1650 fax  ★ fivestarprinting@hotmail.com
(928) 526-5011

Bulk Mailing - Our staff is up-to-date 
on postal regulations for efficient 
delivery at the lowest possible rate.
★ List Maintenance ★ Bulk Permits
★ Presort Service
★ Automated Bar-Coding ★ Zip +4
★ Delivery to the P.O.

We are proud to be a supporter of the 

Northern Arizona
Audubon Society

Producing and mailing
the “BlackHawk Watch” newsletter

   

Migration is on!
Kay Hawklee

    Watch the skies for migration in action.  
On August 15th, hundreds of White-throated 
Swifts swirling through Oak Creek Canyon 
signaled that it’s time to watch out for 
migrants. 

   Fall migration can take months. From the initial weeks of August when 
hummingbirds come to our feeders, throughout September, and far into 
October there will be the odd straggler passing through the Verde Valley.  
Indeed migration varies widely per species:

 “Some hummingbirds, for example, may be moving south from 
their breeding grounds before the end of June, and some waterfowl 
are still southbound at the end of December.”

 Sam Hough, who has documented migrants for years at Sedona 
Wetlands, said, “Birds migrate North faster so they can find a mate and 
get on the nest. After raising their young, migration is slower and they 
can spend more time in one place, like Rufous Hummingbirds.”

 Melissa Mayntz wrote an article in The Spruce that notes five factors 
that affect migration:  Light, temperature and climate, food, offspring and 
location:

Light: “Light levels and the overall daily angle of the sun are strong clues 
for the change of seasons. As the days grow shorter and light angles are 
shallower, birds know the time is right to begin migration.”

Temperature and climate: Cooler temperatures and the onset of rain 
can signal it is time to migrate. Plus cooler conditions, due to migrating at 
night,  can reduce the danger of overheating. 

Food:  Birds instinctively know when it’s time to move to where more food 
resources are available.  What’s interesting is that they know months in 
advance about a place that can be many thousands of miles away.

Offspring:  Birds wait until the young are able to make the journey. The 
later in the season the birds fledge, the later they migrate.

Location:  “Where birds are located dramatically impacts when they 
begin fall migration. Shorebirds that nest in the Arctic may begin their 
autumn journey as early as July, while passerines in areas closer to the 
equator may not start migrating until late September.”

 Sadly we are suffering from another “Nonsoon” season. This causes 
food shortages and lower numbers of birds will make it to those places 
where food is plentiful. Typically, “seasonally predictable rains” can 
create a “second spring”, where vegetation becomes lush once again, 
temperatures cool, and food replenishes.” However, not this year.

 About half of the world’s species migrate.  Northern Arizona 
Audubon Society (NAAS) is situated in the Pacific Flyway: 

Each year at least a billion birds migrate along the Pacific Flyway, but 
these birds are only a fraction of those that used the flyway a century 
ago. Habitat loss, water shortages, diminishing food sources, and 
climate change all threaten the birds of the Pacific Flyway.

Sources:
The Spruce:  https://www.thespruce.com/when-is-fall-migrtion-
386049

American Bird Conservancy:  https://abcbirds.org/blog/five-fantas-
tic-bird-migration-facts/

National Audubon Society:  https://www.audubon.org/pacificflyway

Kachina Wetlands flowers provided and maintained by 
Forest Highlands Garden Club
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To see when your membership expires, look at 
the date next to your address on your newsletter.
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Jay’s Bird Barn Hallmark
1490 S. Riordan Ranch St.
next to Michael’s in the
Sprouts shopping center

Open Mon-Sat 9am to 6pm
(928) 774-1110
www.jaysbirdbarn.com
Find us on Facebook

WE CARRY GIFTS AND PRODUCTS THAT 
HELP BRING YOU CLOSER TO NATURE, TO 
YOUR LOVED ONES, AND TO YOUR FAITH.

TWO GREAT STORES
UNDER ONE ROOF!

Announcing Audubon Southwest
 We are excited to announce a major advancement in our work to 
protect birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow. As of 
July 1st, our statewide programs in New Mexico and Arizona have 
joined to form a single regional program under the title of Audubon 
Southwest.
 Audubon Southwest brings together a team of 
leading biologists, hydrologists, policy experts, and 
educators under a shared banner to advance the 
cause of bird conservation through on-the-ground 
conservation, scientific advancement, education, 
and policy change.
 As fires burn and rivers run dry, it has never been more apparent 
that climate change has arrived in our communities and that sound 
management of our resources and our planet is becoming a fight 
for survival in a region where life already exists on the margins. 
The creation of Audubon Southwest is how we plan to rise to meet 
the urgency of this moment by becoming more efficient and more 
effective.
 Read more at:  https://nm.audubon.org/node/5491



BLACKHAWK WATCH 
Northern Arizona Audubon Society
PO Box 1496, Sedona, AZ 86339

Have you visited our web site?    northernarizonaaudubon.org

  
Join Us!

northern ArizonA AUdUbon society
Please enroll me/our household as a Chapter Member of 
Northern Arizona Audubon Society (NAAS). 
Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
City, State, Zip____________________________
Phone: __________________________________
Email: __________________________________
If you prefer to join or renew on line, please go to our website 
at http://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/>membership 

Enclosed:
____ Individual $25
       (Northern Flicker)

____ Family $40
       (Gambel’s Quail)     
____ Supporting $100
       (Blackhawk)

Please make checks payable to NAAS and mail to:
 Membership Chair, NAAS
 PO Box 1496, Sedona, AZ 86339
     I am interested in Volunteer opportunities
   

Check here if this is a 
change of address
Check here if this is a 
renewal

✁

✁

Non-profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
Flagstaff, AZ

Permit No. 163

Northern Arizona Audubon Society (NAAS), a non-
profit 501(c)3 organization, exists to support a mis-
sion and lives and breathes by membership partici-
pation and donations. You, as an individual, are the 
vital component of our organization. You will find 
that you are supporting a strong, active organization 
that is making a difference in our world.  The NAAS 
Board would like to better serve our membership.  
Tell us why you are a member of NAAS?  What 
benefits do you get from being a member?  As a 
member, what would benefit you more?  Please 
send your thoughts to khawklee@gmail.com

JOIN
NORTHERN
ARIZONA

AUDUBONTODAY!

ConnectwithNature
inNorthernArizona

Whenyoubecomeamemberofthe
NorthernArizonaAudubonSociety,
youjoinyourneighborsinlearning
about-andenjoying-thespectacular
naturalworldthatsurroundsus,you
educatechildrenandadultsabout
birds,otherwildlife,andthe
importanceoftheirhabitats,andyou
advocateforresponsiblepublicpolicy
fortheconservationandrestorationof
wildlifehabitat.AndwehaveFUN!

NorthernArizonaAudubon
memberbenefits:
�ParticipateinguidedFieldTrips
�AttendinformativemonthlySpeaker

Programs
�TakeTourstospecialNaturePlaces
�ProvideSupportforNatureEducation
�HelpProtectWildlifeHabitat
�Receiveworld’sleadingnatureand

conservationpublication—Audubon
magazine

�KeepupwithChapteractivitiesthru
BlackhawkWatchNewsletters

Northern Arizona
AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O.Box1496
Sedona,AZ86339

NorthernArizonaAudubonSociety
membersalsobecomemembersof
theNationalAudubonSociety.
Joiningissimple.Justfilloutthis
form,addyourcheck,andmailitin.

PleaseenrollmeasamemberofNorthernArizona
AudubonandtheNationalAudubonSociety.

SpecialIntroductoryAdult/FamilyMembership
$20*foraNEW,1-yearmembership.
SAVE$15!

Name

Address

PleasemakeyourcheckouttoNational
AudubonSocietyandsenditwiththisapplication
formto:

MembershipChair
NorthernArizonaAudubonSociety
P.O.Box1496
Sedona,AZ86339

*$15forstudents&seniorcitizens(62+)

ChapterCode:B027XCH

E-mail
address

Phone
Number

ConnectingwithNature

CHAPTERACTIVITIES
IMIGHTENJOY

AUDUBON
Northern
Arizona


