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November Programs

Flagstaff Tuesday Nov. 26,  7:00 pm
Sedona  Wed., Nov 27 3:00 pm (note early time)

Vulture: The Private Life
of an Unloved Bird

 Katie Fallon will speak to us about  vultures which are often 
overlooked, underappreciated, and unloved despite the vital 
role they play in healthy ecosystems. Based on Fallon’s recent 
book (2017), this fun presentation will discuss the life and times 
of the noble Turkey Vulture, including behaviors and common 
misconceptions.
 Fallon is visiting us all the way from West Virginia. Her 
essays and articles have appeared in a variety of journals and 
magazines, and she has taught creative writing at Virginia Tech 
and West Virginia University. She is a founder of the nonprofit 
Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia and is serving as 
President of the Mountaineer Chapter of the National Audubon 
Society.

  NOVEMBER PROGRAMS
Flagstaff Tuesday, November 26, 7:00 pm

Attention - Please note time for Sedona Wednesday, November 27, 3:00 pm 
Guest Speaker - Katie Fallon - “Vulture: The Private Life of an Unloved Bird”

Flagstaff meetings are on the fourth Tuesday at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church/Benson Hall
Sedona meetings are on the fourth Wednesday at the Sedona Public Library

Come 15 minutes early to socialize and enjoy some refreshments.

ATTENTION SEDONA MEMBERS!!
SEDONA MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE  4TH 

WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 6:00 PM

 JOAN STONER, NEW NAAS TREASURER 

 Joan  has lived in Flagstaff for 32 years, 
but  she has been in love with birds  for as long 
as she can remember. She writes: Most of my 
“pets” as a young child were birds, though 
never caged. Chickens, ducks, even a blind 
pigeon that I discovered, loved, and cared 
for. Birds are not only beautiful and often so 
delicate; they also sing such sweet songs. 
These melodies often seem to be sung just 
for my enjoyment.  I feel our feathered friends 
have been specially touched by God. 
 I have belonged to Audubon for many 
years, along with other conservation groups.  
But Audubon’s vision and purpose captured 
my heart.  I wanted to be able to make a hands-on difference and felt that joining 
the Board was a start.  Board membership was also my way to gain knowledge 
of how to get involved in bird conservation.  My goal is one day to help with bird 
rehabilitation.
      I am pleased to be your Board Treasurer and thank Audubon for 
allowing me to serve. 

PATTI GREENELTCH,
NEW NAAS EDUCATION CHAIR 

 Patti started birding with her family when she was about eight years old.  She 
says, “I’ve enjoyed it ever since.”  She moved to Arizona about fifteen years ago 
and was amazed by the variety of birds here.  Patti retired from teaching two years 
ago and now has had much more time to enjoy traveling and birding with her sister.  
They just got back from the Fall Birding Festival in Cape May, New Jersey, where 
they enjoyed watching shore birds and the fall migration.

 “When I was asked to join the Northern 
Arizona Audubon Society Board, I thought it 
would be a great time to use my educational 
experience and love of birding to reach out to 
school age children and share the importance 
of birds,” she explained.  So far she has started 
programs at three different schools in the Verde 
Valley and is working on a grant to submit to the 
National Audubon Society for funds to build a 
bird garden at one of the local schools.  “I look 
forward to bringing in new, young birders!”, she 
adds.



      

BlackHawk watcHPage 2 cHapter ...

President’s Message
Dennis Tomko

  When’s the next Audubon meeting? I am asked that question 
occasionally and it causes me to think about the ways we publicize our 
programs (aka. meetings). Things have changed recently. We have added 
an on-line publicity initiative. A week or two before a meeting night, the 
date and topic appear in six on-line calendars in the Verde Valley and in 
Flagstaff. In this way, the general public is invited to hear programs on 
topics as varied as bats, vultures, condors, regional and world-wide bird 
trips and more. It needs to be noted that our program meetings are not for 
members only. We have always sent eblast newsletters and these also 

Northern Arizona Audubon Society Mission Statement
To promote the understanding and appreciation of birds and other wildlife 

and the conservation and restoration of their natural habitats.

offer our programs. But now the list of eblast recipients includes significantly 
more than just members. The last eblast was sent to 879 email inboxes. 
That’s a lot of invitations and it accounts for all our members plus 650 others 
including those folks in our area who are members of the National Audubon 
Society but not also members in our local chapter.
 Of course, we always preview programs on the website and list them 
on the website calendar as well. Last month the website was seen by more 
than 900 people with an average visit lasting 2.5 minutes. Of course, the 
eblast and the website reach people literally all over the world, but they also 
address a significant number of local folks.
 But, in truth, our very best way of inviting people to a program is YOU. If 
you come to program meetings and like what you hear and see, please tell a 
friend or two. You would be doing them a favor. Share the love as folks say.

Audubon Annual Budget 
 Your Board has recently approved t h e 
NAAS annual budget and thanks to your continued support, we are 
pleased to report that your Audubon Chapter is in excellent financial 
shape. The following are some of the highlights of this year’s budget: 
 • Our fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30 so the approved 
budget equally straddles 2019 and 2020. 
 • Business for Birds is at our tax limit of three members (Jay’s 
Bird Barn, Five Star Printing and The Arboretum) and generates $975 
annually. 
 • Sales of our bird guides are forecasted to be $500. Book sales 
are continuously declining as birders increasingly use various internet 
and social media platforms. We sell around 125 books per year, primarily 
through our retail book distributor.
 • Member’s dues are our main source of income and this is 
forecasted to be $7,600. 
 • The Hummingbird Society generously donated $2,022 in 
recognition of our organizing a number of fee-based field trips during 
their annual Hummingbird Festival. Trip leaders received a stipend which 
totaled $600 for the event.
 • The Blackhawk Watch newsletter has an annual cost of $1,500 
for the five editions. We are very fortunate in having Debbie Compton 
and her Five Star Printing company act as editor and provide us very 
favorable production charges.
 • Our bird sanctuary program continues to be very active with a 
total budget of $2,000 which equates to $500 per sanctuary. This covers 
ordinary expenses and any special projects are subject to separate 
board approval.
 • Our various programs (Education, Monthly Meetings, etc.) are 
budgeted at around $3,000. 
 • Overhead which covers accounting support expenses, supplies, 
liability insurance, credit card fees, website, post office box and storage 
rentals collectively are budgeted around $3,200. Your Board has worked 
hard to keep these costs down. 
 • In summary, total income is expected to be $15,693 and expenses 
at $13,060. This leaves a forecasted surplus of $2,633. However, 
Hummingbird Festival income may not be recurring so the board 
considers that our “normalized” net income is approximately $1,000. 
 Your Board takes the financial management of the Chapter very 
seriously. Only a few years ago, the Chapter was running continuous 
annual deficits. Thanks to your support, we are now financially 
sustainable. 
 Please remember to renew your membership each year. Our 
website is set up to allow for easy on-line renewal using your credit card. 
Because we use a credit card servicing company, we do not have access 
to your credit card information. 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS
ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER!!

  Prior to the turn of the 20th century, hunters engaged in a holiday 
tradition known as the Christmas “Side Hunt.” They would choose sides and 
go afield with their guns—whoever brought in the biggest pile of feathered 
(and furred) quarry won.
 When people put their rifles away and began to count birds instead, 
the first citizen science project was born.  In the last 100 years and more, 
this tradition has become a holiday favorite for birders and more and more 
birders are involved. In 2018, 76,987 people participated in the 2,585 
Christmas Bird Counts breaking the previous season’s record of 2,536 by 
49 counts! Of that grand total, 463 counts were submitted from Canada, 
1,957 from the United States, and 165 from Latin America, the Caribbean, 
and the Pacific Islands.
  Besides being fun because one never knows what surprises are in 
store  for  unusual sightings and numbers of birds, the data are very useful 
for evaluating the status of birds. Recent articles show that bird numbers  
are declining significantly. That’s why it is so important to collect this data 
which help direct interventions where birds are having most difficulty.
  Here are the four CBCs that NAAS conducts and their leaders. Please 
contact the leader to let her/him know you want to help. Do as many as you 
can.

Dec. 14  (Sat.) Jerome/Cottonwood-Rob Gibbs 
                          (robgibbs54@gmail.com)

Dec. 20 (Fri.)  Sedona –Rich Armstrong (richarmstrong@q.com)

Dec. 28 (Sat.) Flagstaff-Terry Blows (terence.blows@nau.edu)

Jan. 2 (Thurs.)  Camp Verde-Kay Hawklee(khawklee@gmail.com)
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Northern Arizona Audubon Field Trips

Note: Directions to most of the field trip locations can be found 
on the website (northernarizonaudubon.org) under Conservation 
or Birding.

PICTURE CANYON
November 10 (Sunday) 8:00-Noon

 Meet at the main parking area near the Wildcat Water 
Treatment Plant. RSVP Amy Zimmerman (amzimme@msn.
com) by Friday, November 8.

RED TANK DRAW
November 10. (Sunday) 8:30-11:00 am

 Meet at corner of 179/618 and 119(dirt) GPS coordinates: 
(34.6836785, -111.7370768) just east of I-17. We will then 
carpool in to destination Carpool cars need high clearance—a 
Rav4 might sneak by with very careful driving. Habitat will be 
prickly-pear grasslands peppered with mesquite and juniper. 
We will walk approximately two miles with some rocky 
uneven areas and cross-country. Hiking boots and long pants 
advised. Bring hat, water, binoculars and a field guide. Scope 
will be useful but not necessary. No restrooms. Call or text 
Chip Engelmann at 724-599-7000 for further details.

 KACHINA WETLANDS
November 16 (Saturday) 8:30 - 10:30

 Meet at the entrance to Kachina Wetlands. For cell 
phone map directions, enter the address 2340 Utility Road, 
Flagstaff. This will be a 2-mile, 2-hour walk on flat terrain 
and it is wheelchair accessible. Birding should be excellent 
because wintering waterfowl will be present. Enjoy new 
viewing opportunities from the floating observation deck that 
was installed through a grant from Arizona Game and Fish 
Heritage fund. Leader: Bea Cooley, bea.cooley@gmail.com

CLEAR CREEK CAMPGROUNDS
November 23 (Saturday) 9:00 am-12:00 noon

 We will be walking 2.25 miles of riparian and grassland 
habitat along Clear Creek. Meet at the Day Use parking lot 
at the end of the road at 9:00 am. Bring water, binoculars, 
field guide, a hat, and good hiking shoes. Trail will be flat 
but uneven in places. Restrooms available. Call or text Chip 
Engelmann at 724-599-7000 for more information.

SEDONA WETLANDS ONE HOUR
November 24 (Sunday) 830-930 am.

 Meet at the Sedona Wetlands parking lot for a one hour 
quick check of pond 1 and the big pond for ducks and other 
winter arrivals. Rich Armstrong will lead. richarmstrong@q.
com, 928-282-3675

 Dec 8 (Sunday) 830-930 am.

 Meet at the Sedona Wetlands parking lot at 8:30 am 
for a one hour quick check of pond 1 and the big pond for 
ducks and other winter arrivals. Rich Armstrong will lead. 
richarmstrong@q.com, 928-282-3675

JAIL TRAIL
December 1 (Sunday) 9:00-11:30 am

            We will be walking two miles of riparian habitat along 
the Verde River. Meet at the parking lot next to the trail-head 
(GPS: 1101 N. Main St., Old Town Cottonwood)  Bring water, 
binoculars, a field guide, a hat, and good hiking shoes. Trail 
will be flat but uneven in places. No restrooms available. Call 
or text Chip Engelmann at 724-599-7000 for more information.

eBird Needs More Coverage
Phyllis Kegley

 Birders who post to eBird are 
helping more and more to 
transform what is known about 
the birds worldwide. However, the 
coverage is not equal.  The eBird 
team found that “only around 5% 
of the earth’s terrestrial surface 
has enough observations of all the 
species present in the region to be 
considered complete.” Those areas 

that are poorly sampled need more observations and eBird 
is asking that as birders travel,  they go not only to the most 
popular places but also to explore places more off the beaten 
path. “Birding under-birded areas can have a demonstrable 
impact on what we know about bird abundance” says Chris 
Wood, eBird Lead.
          A 2019 study by F.A. La Sorte and M. Somveille states that 
even North America needs more coverage. Most posts to eBird 
occur during spring migration. Year around posts are needed to 
give a clearer picture of bird populations as they move during 
other parts of the year.
        Actually, I feel good about this. It means we citizen scientists, 
aka birders, are very important in monitoring bird populations. 
The data we collect is needed no matter how insignificant you 
may think it is. So, wherever you bird, count numbers as well as 
species so you can contribute that data to eBird.
       La Sorte says, “we want occurrence information across the 
full annual cycle within all regions of the earth.”
 Information in this article is taken from Survey 
Completeness of a global citizen-science database of bird 
occurrence. “Ecography” https://doi.org/10.1111/ecog.04632

Northern Arizona Audubon Society

northernarizonaaudubon.org
Tell your friends



BlackHawk watcHPage 4 inFormation ...

★ Full Service Printing
★ High Speed Copying
★ Digital Color Copying 
★ Graphics & Layout
★ Full Bindery Services

2708 N. Fourth St., Ste. F 3 & 4
Flagstaff, Arizona 86004

(928) 526-1650 fax  ★ fivestarprinting@hotmail.com
(928) 526-5011

Bulk Mailing - Our staff is up-to-date 
on postal regulations for efficient 
delivery at the lowest possible rate.
★ List Maintenance ★ Bulk Permits
★ Presort Service
★ Automated Bar-Coding ★ Zip +4
★ Delivery to the P.O.

We are proud to be a supporter of the 

Northern Arizona
Audubon Society

Producing and mailing
the “BlackHawk Watch” newsletter

   

OPEN APRIL 15 - OCT 31OPEN APRIL 15 - OCT 31

(928) 774 - 1442
www.thearb.org

4001 S. Woody Mountain Rd, Flagstaff AZ 860054001 S. Woody Mountain Rd, Flagstaff AZ 86005
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HIGHLIGHTS OF FIELD TRIPS BELOW THE RIM
 Nine folks joined Lisa Grubbs on a blistering hot late afternoon in August at 
Bubbling Ponds. Highlights were the continuing Osprey show, several Virginia 
Rails,  Wood Ducks, Great Egret and lots of young birds.  Chip Engelmann had 
five folks on an impromptu trip to Cave Springs in August. Highlights were nine 
species of warblers, five species of hummers including Rivoli’s, three species of 
tanagers, and a Peregrine Falcon.
 Seven people joined Kristen Rothrock at Dead Horse Ranch State Park. 
Highlights were Warbling and Plumbeous Vireos, Orange-crowned Warbler and 
even Vermillion Flycatcher.14 folks came to Nanette Armstrong’s house for an 
evening bird walk and supper. Highlight was a Peregrine Falcon.

Rare Birds Seen Below the Rim
 Gene & Pearl McGory had a Golden-crowned Sparrow in their yard in 
Cottonwood in late April. This was the first in Verde Valley in about five years. 
They allowed folks to come to their house and sit inside. 22 folks came and 21 
of them saw the bird (the 22nd left and it was seen 10 minutes later). Thanks to 
Gene & Pearl for sharing their house for this excellent rare bird.
  On May 13th Tim Weber found an Eastern Kingbird near V-V Ranch. This 
is only the second ever in Yavapai County. He called me and the word went out 
and the bird was seen by a few of us here in Verde Valley, but also people came 
from Phoenix and further away. Thanks to Tim for great find!
  On a regular nature walk at Red Rock State Park on July 13th Rob Gibbs 
heard a bird that sounded like a White-eyed Vireo and wondered what could be 
making that sound. He was shocked to see an actual White-eyed Vireo. This is 
probably the first ever in the Verde Valley. The word went out and the bird was 
seen by many from here in Valley, but also people came from Phoenix and fur-
ther away. Thanks to Rob for great find!
 Sam Hough, Julie Wills, and Stewart Boots discovered a Dunlin at the 
Sedona Wetlands. This is the 1st record for the Verde Valley. It stayed all that 
day and was seen by others.

“Survival by Degrees”

Decline in Bird Species
Phyllis Kegley

 It is shocking but not surprising to read that 389 bird species are on the 
brink of extinction on earth. Those of us who have been birding regularly for years 
can’t help but notice declines of bird species and bird numbers in the places we 
frequently visit. We also notice that climate change has affected what birds we 
see; species that usually were only found south of us are moving north. Food 
sources for these birds do not move north so fast so these birds are having to 
adjust to finding new food sources.
 National Audubon Society’s recent publication, “Survival by Degrees”, is 
“based upon multidisciplinary science and the observations of millions of birders 
like you and me. In many respects, this report is truly the ‘Canary in the coal 
Mine.’” We all should become familiar with this report. It can be read online where 
one can view how bird species are responding to environmental temperature 
change by location and species. By entering your zip code or state, you can 
find which birds’ ranges will be affected by 1.5 C, 2.0 C and 3.0 C temperature 
increases respectively.
 The report hit home to me when I learned that in Arizona Red-naped 
Sapsuckers and Cassin’s Finches are likely to be severely impacted in terms 
of range loss. Last week I was thinking that I hadn’t seen any Red-naped 
Sapsuckers this fall. I usually hear and then see them in the backyard during fall 
migration.  Funny thing, though, about an hour later I looked out the window and 
saw two together foraging on a ponderosa. But I have not seen them since.
 I love seeing the flocks of Cassin’s finches in the winter, especially the 
males whose backlit crests look like rubies. It would sadden me to not see them 
in large numbers. Other local iconic birds that stand to lose more than 75% of 
their range under a 3 degree C warming scenario are Red-faced Warblers and 
Clark’s Nutcrackers.
  I know the report is very discouraging, especially knowing that the world is 
not doing enough to combat climate change. I hope that you will continue to count 
birds and put your results on eBird. CBCs are coming up in December and this 
is one of the main ways we find out how birds are fairing. Scientists have learned 
so much from this data collection by birders, and they can use this information to 
help convince the world that a crisis is at hand. 
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To see when your membership expires, look at 
the date next to your address on your newsletter.

Lenore Hemingway
Rebecca Jensen
Christina Behr-Andres
Jennifer Brehler
Alexandra Gibson
Gregory Griffin
Peggy Cullen
Margaret Van Cleve
Gary Woods
Susan Thompson
Majken Woods
Marsee Skidmore
Christine Coates
Kathy Mackey
Kathleen Joyce
Julie Ulatowski
Memory Russell

Have a story you would like 
to share?

• The BlackHawk Watch is published bi-monthly September through May.
• Articles are welcome from members and non-members. Send proposed 
articles by email to Phyllis at phylkeg4@gmail.com. Deadline for copy is the 
15th of the month.

Birders, Go to 
northernarizonaaudubon.org 

and check for new
Field Trips on the calendar!

Officers
    • President Dennis Tomko
    • Vice-President Open
    • Secretary Ruby Hammond
    • Treasurer Joan Stoner

Directors
    • Brent Bitz
    • Karin Slavey
    • Roy May
    • Ruby Hammond
    • Nanette Armstrong
    • Patti Greeneltch
    • Tina Whitley
    • Amy Zimmermann
    • Kay Hawklee

Committee Chairs
    • Conservation  Amy Zimmermann
    • Education  Patti Greeneltch
    • Programs  Nanette Armstrong
    • Field Trips Atr  Roy May
    • Field Trips Btr  Rich Armstrong
    • Membership  Karin Slavey
    • Hospitality/Meetings Atr Roy And Janet May
    • Hospitality/Meetings Btr Nanette Armstrong
    • Publicity/Publications Phyllis Kegley

Sanctuary Stewards
    • Steward Bubbling Ponds:  Rob Gibbs
    • Steward Sedona Wetlands:  Rich Armstrong
    • Steward Kachina Wetlands:  Christina Vojta
    • Steward Picture Canyon:  Roy May

NAAS is now on Facebook. Check out 
our page frequently because there is 

always new information on it.

HOURS
Monday-Saturday, 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Closed Sundays
in the Sprout’s Shopping Center

Suzanne Burkey
Garnet Dilworth
Bill Auberle
Kathryn Hart
Mark Philippart
Cynthia Perger
Lisa Grubbs
Elizabeth Bruchman
Gretchen Burgess
Gisela Kluwin
Margaret Dyekman
Trina Feldman
Debra Curtis
Michael Erb
Ross and Beth Hawkins
Linda Rahn

FINDING YOUR WAY
Directions to many of our field trip destinations 

can be found on the NAAS website under Conservation; 
checklists also are available. northernarizonaaudubon.org 



BLACKHAWK WATCH 
Northern Arizona Audubon Society
PO Box 1496, Sedona, AZ 86339

Have you visited our web site?    northernarizonaaudubon.org

  
Join Us!

northern ArizonA AUdUbon society
Please enroll me/our household as a Chapter Member of 
Northern Arizona Audubon Society (NAAS). 
Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
City, State, Zip____________________________
Phone: __________________________________
Email: __________________________________
If you prefer to join or renew on line, please go to our website 
at http://www.northernarizonaaudubon.org/>membership 

Enclosed:
____ Individual $25
       (Northern Flicker)

____ Family $40
       (Gambel’s Quail)     
____ Supporting $100
       (Blackhawk)

Please make checks payable to NAAS and mail to:
 Membership Chair, NAAS
 PO Box 1496, Sedona, AZ 86339
     I am interested in Volunteer opportunities
   

Check here if this is a 
change of address
Check here if this is a 
renewal

✁
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Sedona Hummingbird Festival
another big success!

 Our own Dr. Ross Hawkins organized and ran another successful 
Sedona Hummingbird Festival in early August. NAAS ran 16 excellent field 
trips with eight of our members doing the leading, and 158 people going on 
them. There were many speakers including Dr. Hawkins and Rich Armstrong. 
The festival was attended by 900 people from 32 states and 7 countries. 
Ross contributed $2022 to NAAS for organizing and leading the field trips. 
Thanks to Ross for a wonderful birding event here in the Verde Valley.

Banding hummingbirds is a delicate job. Attendees at the Sedona Humming-
bird Festival had an opportunity to watch banders weigh, measure, identify 
and check the health of hummingbirds at Rich and Nanette Armstrong’s back-
yard. Some of them even got to release a bird after it was banded.


